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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
A s  i n d u s t r i a l  and bus iness  firms a r e  c o n t i n u a l l y  
s tudying  t h e i r  products t o  determine how well  t h e s e  pro- 
d u c t s  meet demand, t h e  high schools ,  too,  a r e  coming t o  
recognize the  need to  study t h e i r  products--graduates and 
drop-outs--in an  e f f o r t  t o  b e t t e r  prepare p resen t  and 
f u t u r e  s t u d e n t s  t o  meet demands with which they  w i l l  be 
confronted  a f t e r  they have completed t h e i r  formal  educa- 
t i o n  o r  leave  school. 
Educators today a r e  faced  with the  growing problem 
of determining what th ings  should be included i n  a cur r i cu -  
lum t o  b e t t e r  meet the  needs of s tudents .  I n  an e f f o r t  t o  
determine t h e s e  needs, a follow-up study is  o f t e n  undertaken. 
The importance of a follow-up is seen i n  the  fol lowing 
s tatement:  
It i s  recornended t h a t ,  i n  view of r a p i d  changes 
OF modern soc ie ty ,  American High Schools adopt the  
p r a c t i c e s  of continuous and systematic  follow-up of 
graduates  and t h a t  i n f o r m t i o n  gained be used f o r  con- 
t inuous eva1uation.l  
How well  i s  P r a i r i e  C i t y  High School meeting t h e  
l ~ l b e r t  H. Krueger and Gregor Langan, * Eva lua t in  
t h e  C u r r i ~ u l u r n , ~  - The C l e a r l w  House, X X X I I  ( ~ p r i l ,  1958f, 
481. 
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needs of i t s  s tuden t s?  I n  o rde r  t o  determine t h e  answer t o  
t h i s  and o t h e r  v i t a l  ques t ions ,  t h i s  follow-up s tudy was 
undertaken. 
I. THE PROBLEM 
Statement -- of the  problem. The purpose of t h i s  study 
was t o  o b t a i n  t h e  opinions of t h e  s t u d e n t s  who terminated 
t h e i r  educat ion  i n  the  P r a i r i e  C i t y  Community Eigh School 
dur ing  the  years  from 1959 through 1964 concerning t h e  
adequacy of t h e i r  h igh  school program. 
The responses of these  s tuden t s  were used t o  analyze 
and e v a l u a t e  t h e i r  educat ional  and voca t iona l  experiences 
t o  determine t h e  e f fec t iveness  of the  school  program i n  
meeting t h e i r  needs i n  t h i s  present-day l i f e .  The d a t a  
a v a i l a b l e  were used t o  i n t e r p r e t  t o  the  school and cornuni ty  
t h e  c u r r i c u l a r  needs of these  s tudents .  These d a t a  were 
a l s o  used t o  p r o j e c t  planning f o r  re -organiza t ion ,  and t o  
e v a l u a t e  the  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of the  guidance program i n  use 
dur ing  t h e  years  1961 through 1964. 
S p e c i f i c  ques t ions  were drawn up and included i n  the  I 
ques t ionna i re  : I 
1. Was the  curriculum broad enough t o  inc lude  a l l  s t u -  
den t s - - the i r  i n t e r e s t s  and a b i l i t i e s ?  
2. Was the  high school educat ion b e n e f i c i a l  t o  the  
s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e i r  vocation--college o r  job? I n  
what spec i f  i c  ways? 
3. Are t h e r e  ways i n  which t h e  school  can  f u r t h e r  he lp  
the  s tuden t  who has terminated h i s  educat ion  a t  
P r a i r i e  C i t y  7igh School? 
4. What types  of jobs o r  educat ion have s t u d e n t s  pur-  
sued beyond high school? 
5. What p a r t  of t he  cu r r i cu lum d i d  t h e  s t u d e n t  f e e l  
he lped  h i m  most? 
6. What sugges t ions  a.s t o  changes i n  cou r se  o f f e r i n g s  
and a c t i v i t i e s  i n  high schoo l  do  t h e s e  s t u d e n t s  
f e e l  would h e l p  t h e  s choo l  t o  b e t t e r  p repa re  
o t h e r  s t u d e n t s ?  
7. I n  what s p e c i f i c  .ways d i d  t h e  guidance program h e l p  
t h e  s tuden t  i n  c a r e e r  and course  p lanning?  
8. I n  what ways can t h e  guidance program b e t t e r  s e r v e  
t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n  adjustment  problems and i n  c a r e e r  
and cou r se  planning? 
Importance of s tudy .  KcDaniel r e p o r t e d  t h a t  : 
- 
Follow-up s t u d i e s  a r e  proving t h e i r  va lue  i n  changing 
and e n r i c h i n g  t h e  school  cur r icu lum,  i n  changing and 
improving guidance p r a c t i c e s  and counse l ing ,  and i n  
h e l p i n g  t h e  s t u d e n t ,  above a l l ,  i n  his development. To 
f u l f i l l  t h e i r  o b j e c t i v e s ,  fol low-up s t u d i e s  m u s t  be  more 
t h a n  s t a t i s t i c a l  s t u d i e s ;  t h e y  must f i n d  o u t  whether t h e  
s t u d e n t  o r  g radua te  i s  s a t i s f i e d ,  has  had promotion, i s  
working up t o  h i s  a b i l i t  , how he f e e l s  about  himself  
p e r s o n a l l y  and  s o c i a l l y ,  I 
Rlahn r e p o r t e d  ". . . q u a l i t y  educa t ion  can  o n l y  
evolve  f rom a . . . r e - eva lua t ion  of t h e  s u b j e c t s  c o n t a i n e d  
i n  t h e  cur r icu lum.  rr2 
I n  a keynote speech be fo re  t h e  annual  convent ion  of 
t h e  Y a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  Secondary School  P r i n c i p a l s  i n  
P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  Bess s t a t e d  t h a t :  "The r e a l  q u e s t i o n  i s  no t  
whether our  schools  a r e  b e t t e r  than  they  used t o  be. The 
l ~ s n r ~  B. I-IcDaniel, Guidance 5 t h e  >Iodern School  
( N e w  York: The Dryden p r e s s , ,  p . 7 4 .  
' ~ l c h a r d  P. Klahn, "The P l e a s a n t  Val ley  Curriculum 
S to ry , "  I.lidland Schoola,  TXXV, No. 4 (December, 1960), 29. 
r e a l  ques t ion  i s  whether they a r e  a s  good a s  t h e y  should 
be. .1 
A l l  schools  should be made aware of t h e  needs of t h e i r  
s t u d e n t s  and graduates.  To make t h i s  poss ib le ,  a  school 
m u s t  have d e f i n i t e  information about them, and follow-up 
s t u d i e s  a r e  one way t o  ob ta in  t h i s  information. The need f o r  
t h i s  s tudy became apparent when it  was found t h a t  no r e c e n t  
I 
curr iculum study had been made i n  t h e  P r a i r i e  C i t y  Community I 
\ 
High School. With many of i t s  graduates  e n t e r i n g  c o l l e g e  
immediately a f t e r  h igh  school,  t he  impl ica t ions  f o r  the  
s tudy seemed apparent ,  
Johnson, i n  h i s  r e p o r t  t o  the  Nat ional  Assoc ia t ion  
of Secondary School P r i n c i p a l s ,  said:  "The u l t imate  g o a l  
i s  f o r  t h e  schools  t o  a p ~ r o a c h  a s  c l o s e l y  a s  poss ib le  t h e  
i d e a l  of  serving a l l  t h e  c h i l d r e n  of a l l  the people.tt2 
Limi ta t ions  -- of the  study. There a r e  c e r t a i n  l i m i -  
t a t i o n s  t o  a  s tudy of t h i s  type.  The ch ie f  weakness i s  
inheren t  i n  the  quest ionnaire- type survey because the  f i n a l  
s e l e c t i o n  of the  sample i s  l e f t  i n  the hands of the r e -  
' ~ a l t e r  E. Hesa (sd. ), "Secondary Education f o r  A l l , "  
School - and Socie ty ,  LXXXVII (May 9, 19591, 231. 
2 ~ ,  H. Johnson, "How t o  Make and U t i l i z e  Follow-up 
S tud ies  of School Leavers," National Associa t ion  of Second- 
School P r i n c i p a l s  ~ u l l e t i n , ~ ~ r i l ,  1956) ,716. 
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spondent. Regardless of how c a r e f u l l y  the i n v e s t i g a t o r  has 
cons t ruc ted  t h e  o r i g i n a l  sample, he l o s e s  c o n t r o l  over the  
s e l e c t i o n  of the f i n a l  sample by l eav ing  t o  t h e  respondents 
t h e  choice  of whether o r  not t o  answer t h e  ques t ionnai re .  
I n  the  case  of t h i s  r e p o r t ,  the 1959 through 1960 
c l a s s e s  were chosen because they  had not rece ived  the  bene- 
f i t  of an organized guidance program. The 1961 through 
1964 c l a s s e s  were s e l e c t e d  because t h e  w r i t e r  wanted t o  g e t  
a  r e p l y  from recen t  graduates  who had rece ived  the  b e n e f i t  
of an organized guidance program which was put i n t o  use 
dur ing  the  1960 through 1961 school  year. 
There i s  always the  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  the  quest ion-  
n a i r e  does not communicate t o  the  r e c i p i e n t  those ideas  t h a t  
were intended by the i n v e s t i g a t o r .  D i f f i c u l t y  of communi- 
c a t i o n  through the ques t ionnai re  would r e s u l t  i n  inaccura te  
d a t a  being recorded. 
Another l i m i t a t i o n  of a  s tudy such a s  t h i s  i s  the  
l o c a t i n g  of people who had moved s e v e r a l  t imes,  were i n  t h e  
armed f o r c e s  i n  var ious  p a r t s  of the  world, o r  had changed 
t h e i r  names due t o  marriage. 
I n  s p i t e  of these  l i m i t a t i o n s  and o t h e r s  which might 
e x i s t ,  the  w r i t e r  f e e l s  t h a t  the r e s u l t s  of t h e  s tudy  may be 
of value i n  poin t ing  out  s t r eng ths  and weaknesses i n  the  
educa t iona l  program and i n  suggest ing r e v i s i o n s  where needed. 
6 
11. PROCEDURE 
Research des ign  - and m e t h o d o l o u .  The first  s t e p  i n  
t h i s  s t u d y  was t o  s ea rch  f o r  r e c e n t  l i t e r a t u r e  concerning 
c u r r i c u l a r  needs of s t u d e n t s .  A review of l i t e r a t u r e  i n  the  
a r e a  o f  fol low-up s t u d i e s  by s u c h  a u t h o r i t i e s  as Baer,  
Roeber, F roeh l i ch ,  Rothney, T r a x l e r ,  and  o t h e r s  was made, 
Much h e l p  came from read ings  i n  c u r r e n t  p e r i o d i c a l s  s u c h  as 
WGA J o u r n a l ,  NSSP Journa l ,  Personnel  and Guidance Journa l ,  
School  Review, NSSE Yearbooks, NSE Yearbooks, and o t h e r s .  
A rev iew of o t h e r  fol low-up s t u d i e s  was a l s o  made. 
A q u e s t i o n n a i r e  was c o n s t r u c t e d  t o  i nc lude  i t ems  
needed t o  g a t h e r  d a t a  t o  answer q u e s t i o n s  s e t  f o r t h  i n  t h e  
S ta tement  of t he  problem. The q u e s t i o n n a i r e  c o n s i s t e d  of 
--
i d e a s  put  t o g e t h e r  a f t e r  s tudying  and reviewing o t h e r  
q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  used i n  similar  follow-up s t u d i e s  as wel l  aa  
some books on the  s u b j e c t  o f  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  
S a s i c a l l y ,  the  q  u s s t i o n n a i r e  fol lowed t h e  s t y l e  sugges ted  
by  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  Bureau of Occupational  In fo rma t ion  and 
Guidance. 1 
The q u e s t i o n n a h e  was v a l i d a t e d  by g i v i n g  it t o  t h e  
p r e s e n t  (1965) s e n i o r  c l a s s  and f a c u l t y  a t  P r a i r i e  C i t y  
k a l i f o r n i a  S t a t e  Department of Education,  "Guide f o r  
Haking a 7ollow-up Study of School Dropouts and Graduates ,  " 
C a l i f o r n i a  Guidance Bureau, No. 13 (January,  1950) .  
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Community High School. They were asked  t o  make comments on 
each  i t em i n  t h e  ques t ionna i r e ,  r e g a r d i n g  such  t h i n g s  as 
c o n t e n t ,  c l a r i t y  of meaning, o v e r - a l l  appearance of t h e  
ins t rument ,  and g e n e r a l  comments on t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  as a 
whole. These comrnents were r eco rded  on a s e p a r a t e  s h e e t  of 
paper  and r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  w r i t e r .  
The q u e s t i o n n a i r e  was s e n t  t o  152  s t u d e n t s  who 
g r a d u a t e d  o r  dropped o u t  of t he  P r a i r i e  C i t y  Community High 
School  between 1959 and 1964. S e v e r a l  procedures  were used 
t o  de te rmine  t h e  p re sen t  add res se s  of  t h e s e  s t u d e n t s .  The 
names were t a k e n  from the r e c o r d s  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  f i l e s  and 
t h e  a d d r e s s e s  were determined by a p e r s o n a l  phone c a l l  t o  
p a r e n t s ,  f r i e n d s ,  o r  r e l a t i v e s  of  t h e  s t u d e n t s  where 
necessary .  A v i s i t  with a member o f  each  g radua t ing  c l a s s  
waa a l s o  used by t h e  w r i t e r  t o  h e l p  determine t h e  a d d r e s s e s  
of t h e  s t u d e n t s .  
1 
A l e t t e r  accompanied t h e  que s t i o n n a i r s 2  e x p l a i n i n g  
t h e  purpose o f  t h e  s tudy,  and a stamped, s e l f - a d d r e s s e d  
envelope was enc losed  f o r  t h e  respondent  t o  use i n  r e t u r n i n g  
t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .  Two weeks a f t e r  t he  q u e s t i o n n a b e s  were 
d i s t r i b u t e d  ano the r  l e t t e r 3  was s e n t  r e q u e s t i n g  t h o s e  per-  
sons  who had n o t  r e t u r n e d  t h e i r  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  t o  do s o  as 
soon as p o s s i b l e .  Another a t t e m p t  t o  have t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  
r e t u r n e d  was made one week l a t e r  by te lephone  t o  t hose  r e s -  
pondents  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  immediate a r e a .  
When it became e v i d e n t  t h a t  no f u r t h e r  ques t ion -  
n a i r e s  would be r e tu rned ,  t he  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  responses  were 
t a b u l a t e d  and a r e  p re sen ted  i n  t h e  form of t a b l e s  i n  
Chapte r  111. The d a t a  from t h e  s tudy  were ana lyzed  with 
r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  ques t ions  i n  t h e  S ta tement  -- of t h e  problem 
and recommendations were made t o  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  and 
p r i n c i p a l  of t he  P r a i r i e  C i t y  Community High School  on t h e  
b a s i s  of t h e  f i n d i n g s  of the  s tudy.  
CHAPTER I1 
W I E W  OF LITERATURE 
A s  s o c i e t y  changes, the needs of s t u d e n t s  a l s o  
change. I n  order  f o r  schools  t o  meet t h e  needs of a l l  
s t u d e n t s ,  it i s  imperative t h a t  a program of curr iculum 
e v a l u a t i o n  and r e v i s i o n  be c a r r i e d  on a s  a never-ending 
p r o j e c t .  Although any es t imates  of the adequacy and e f f e c -  
t i v e n e s s  of a n  i n s t i t u t i o n  of h igher  educat ion depend of 
n e c e s s i t y  upon a complexity of f a c t o r s  such as phys ica l  
f a c i l i t i e s ,  teaching  f a c u l t y ,  curriculum, phys ica l  and 
i n t e l l e c t u a l  community surrounding the  school,  one f a c t o r  
o f t e n  overlooked i s  t h e  f i n a l  product, t h e  graduate.  This 
f a c t o r  i s  perhaps the most s i g n i f i c a n t  determinant o r  t h e  
adequacy of programs and measure of effectiveness. '  A 
school  may determine i t s  success t o  some degree by examin- 
ing  i t s  *products,* s ince  the s tudy of t h e  experiences and 
problems of  p a s t  s tudents  w i l l  provide d a t a  r e l a t i v e  t o  
what occupations were entered,  how jobs were secured, and 
what p a r t  of the  school  program was most h e l p f u l  and l e a s t  
h e l p f u l  t o  them i n  educat ional  and vocat ional  adjustments.  
According t o  Leonard: 
l ~ a c k  L. Nelson, nImproving College and Unive r s i ty  
Teaohing," ~m rovin  College and Unive r s i ty  Teach iw,  X I I ,  
*: 111-112. No. 2 (Spr in~ ; ,  
The day i s  p a s t  when a n  i n d i v i d u a l  from t h e  o u t s i d e  
c a n  come i n  and look  over  t h e  boys and g i r l s ,  g i v e  them 
t e s t s ,  and come out with an o b j e c t i v e  s t o r y  about  t h e  
succes s  of t he  school.  The day i s  a l s o  p a s t  when t h e  
modern school  c a n  be measured adequa te ly  by t h e  succes s  
of a few of  i t s  g radua te s  i n  c o l l e g e  o r  by t h e  s c o r e s  
made b y  p u p i l s  on s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  t e s t s .  1 
A s c h o o l  may e v a l u a t e  i t s  cur r icu lum,  I n s t r u c t i o n a l  s e r -  
v i c e s ,  and guidance s e r v i c e s  i n  l i g h t  of  t h e  f i n d i n g s  and 
s u g g e s t i o n s  t aken  from the  r e t u r n e d  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s ,  and  
make neces sa ry  changes and mod i f i ca t ions .  2 
A review of l i t e r a t u r e  r e l a t e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  fo l low-  
up s t u d i e s  was made with t h e  fo l lowing  purposes  i n  mind: 
( 1 )  t o  f i n d  reasons  f o r  and uses of  fol low-up s t u d i e s ;  
(2)  t o  i d e n t i f y  techniques  employed i n  making follow-up 
s t u d l e e ;  ( 3 )  t o  determine t h e  f a c t o r s  which a f f e c t  t h e  ou t -  
coma of follow-up s t u d i e s ;  and (4)  t o  determine how the 
follow-up s t u d y  can  be implemented i n  t h e  s choo l  program. 
Reasona ---- f o r  and uses  of fol low== s t u d i s s .  A l t e r  
emphasized t h a t ,  "one of t h e  most neg lec t ed  and probably  
t h e  most important  a r e a s  of school  o p e r a t i o n  i s  t h e  fo l low-  
l p a u l  Leonard, Developing The Secondar School  
Curr iculum (Hew York: Rinehar t  Company, -d19$6), nc., p. 548. 
&ax F. Baer, and Edward C. Roeber, Occu a t i o n a l  
In fo rma t ion  (Chicano : Science Research Assoc i a t e s ,  -E--7 19 8 ) ,  
up s tud ies  of graduates ."' 
Froehlich r e ~ o r t e d  tha t :  
- --- - -  
The follow-up study was useful  i n  rev i s ing  the 
curriculum; improving- the guidance program; studying 
se lec ted  groups of pupils ;  iden t i fy ing  those i n  need 
of f u r t h e r  service: and  resenti in^ information t o  
Rothney projected these uses i n t o  even more tangible 
a r e a s  by s t a t i n g  t h a t  follow-up s tud ies  may revea l  s t rengths  
and weaknesses of a guidance program. He f u r t h e r  emphasized 
J 
t h a t  these  s tud ies  provide good public r e l a t i o n s  mate r ia l  4 
> 
and s t imulate  facu l ty  members t o  recognize education a s  a i 1 
long i tud ina l  process which extends beyond the graduating I 
- 
3 m d ceremony, . I.
> 
Many schools have l i s t e d  reasons f o r  conducting a D 
< 
follow-up study: (1) it keeps the  school a u t h o r i t i e s  in-  
formed of the success of t h e l r  graduates, (2 )  it enables 
t he  school t o  a s s i s t  i t s  graduates and former pupi l s  i n  ob- 
t a i n i n g  more des i rable  jobs, and ( 3 )  it gives the school an  I 
opportunity to  a s s i s t  former pupils and graduates t o  succeed 
i n  t h e i r  jobs. The school au tho r i t i e s  know the pupil--both 
1 u - m - w  d 1 +-I. *Id alr The Cmnrlnaknn - 1 A Maf.hnrl n f  Clrmwf - I 
culum 1rnprov&nent, '- c a l i f  ornia Journal - of Secondary Educa- 
t i on .  XXXII (December, 1957), 473. 
L~lif  f ord P. Froehlich, Guidance Service i n  ScChooO1s I 
(New York: E.?cGraw-Hill Book Company, I n m 8 ) ,  pp. 325- 
328. 
3 ~ o h n  W. Ma Rothnsy, "Follow-up Services i n  the  Small 
Secondary school, - The High School Journal, XL (Play, 1957), 
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h i s  a b i l i t i e s  and his  shortcomings. Frequent ly,  t h e y  can 
o f f e r  suggest ions which may mean the  d i f f e r e n c e  between 
success  and f a i l u r e ,  1 
Hatch and Dresse l  have suggested the  fol lowing a s  
va r ious  kinds of information which may be obta ined  from 
follow-up data:  
1. The reasons given by drop-outs f o r  leaving  school  
p r i o r  t o  graduat ion,  
2. The present  l o c a t i o n  of former s t u d e n t s  with em- 
phas is  on present  res idence  and employment, 
3. The kinds of problems faced  by former s tuden t s  and 
t h e  grade l e v e l  a t  which these  problems arose .  
4. The kinds of t r a i n i n g  taken by former s t u d e n t s  
a f t e r  they l e f t  the  secondary school.  
5. The changes which should be made i n  t h e  curr iculum 
t o  b r ing  about maximum b e n e f i t  f o r  today 's  
s tuden t ,  
6. The add i t ions  o r  d e l e t i o n s  needed i n  co -cur r i cu la r  
a c t i v i t i e s .  
7 .  The kinds of problems faced  by t h e  s tudent  when he 
f i r s t  l e f t  the school and suggest ions f o r  over- 
coming these  problems. 
8. The vocat ional  d a t a  which may be used t o  i n t e r p r e t  
the l o c a l  occupat ional  scene.2 
Although m n y  reasons have been g iven  f o r  conducting 
follow-up a tud iea ,  one of the p r i n c i p l e  reasons  seems t o  be 
t h e  need f o r  an evalua t ion  of the  educat ional  program 
l ~ n d e r a o n ,  Grem and Gruhn, P r i n c i p a l s  - and P r a c t i c e s  
of Secondar Education (New York: The 3onald Press Company, 
i T s m I 8 .  
2~aymond N. Hatch, and Paul L. Dresse l ,  Guidance 
(Dubuque, Iowa: Wm. C .  Srown 
o f f e r e d  i n  the  school. A s  Hawkins sa id :  
The small  high school seems d e s t i n e d  t o  be the  place 
where nea r ly  three-fourths  of our  high school  youth w i l l  
be r ece iv ing  t h e i r  secondary education. If the p r i n c i p l e  
of educat ion f o r  a l l  American youth s tands ,  these  schools  
wherein t h e  vas t  major i ty  of our youth w i l l  be a t t e n d i n g  
m u s t  c o n t i n u a l l y  be on t h e  a l e r t  t o  see t h a t  t h e  pro- 
grams of t h e  schools a r e  being improved. So it i s  t h a t  
t h e  smal l  high school m u s t  be s tudying  i t s  educat ional  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  and make them se rve  the needs of a l l  i t s  
p u p i l s .  1 
The follow-up s tudy o f t en  y ie lds  important d a t a  regarding  
t h e  value of school  sub jec t s ,  teaching  methods, and school  
p o l i c i e s ,  2 
Techniques employed - i n folow-UJ s t u d i e s ,  Follow-up 
s t u d i e s  have g e n e r a l l y  employed t h r e e  techniques f o r  ga ther -  
ing  information: the quest ionnaire ,  the  interview,  and t h e  
audio-visua l  method. The ques t ionnai re  nay be q u i t e  lengthy, 
such as t h e  four  page one used i n  a  follow-up s tudy a t  
Flarine C i t y ,  l<ichigan, High School; o r  it may be b r i e f  
enough t o  be contained on a  p o s t a l  card, such a s  t h a t  em- 
ployed i n  t h e  follow-up s tudy a t  New Bedford, I Iassachuset ts ,  
Sen io r  High ~ c h o o l . ~  The in terv iew may involve f a c e  t o  f a c e  
l ~ l m e r  T,  Hawkins, "Row Can the  Program of the  Small 
High School Be Improved," The B u l l e t i n  of the  S a t i o n a l  Asso- 
c i a t i o n  - of Secondary ~ c h o o n r i n c  i p a l s , x T p r i l , 1 9 5 6 ) , 2 8 .  
2 ~ a x  F. Baer, and Edward C.  Roeber, Occu a t i o n a l  In-  
formation (Chicago: Science Research Associates  
pp. 232-2730 
----%m.- 
3 Beer, and Roeber, 0 ~ .  G., p. 235. 
14 
c o n t a c t s  with schoo l  l e a v e r s  o r  it may involve  te lephone  con- 
t a c t s  w i th  s choo l  l e a v e r s  and  with t h e i r  r e l a t i v e s  and em- 
p loye r s .  1 
Audio-visual  methods inc lude  r e c o r d i n g s ,  s t i l l  photo- 
graphs ,  s i l e n t  movies, and sound movies. These techniques  
a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  expensive,  and, t h e r e f o r e ,  have n o t  been 
wide ly  used o r  s u f f i c i e n t l y  t e s t e d ,  Most p r a c t i c a b l e  of 
methods are r eco rd ings  of i n t e r v i e w s  h e l d  i n  t h e  school ,  
a t  home o r  on t h e  job. These can  be  e x c e l l e n t  a ids  t o  
t e a c h i n g  occupa t fona l  u n i t s  o r  c l a s s e s ,  as w e l l .  2 
There a r e  some advantages  and d i sadvan tages  t o  the 
q u e s t i o n n a i r e  technique.  A p e r s o n a l  i n t e r v i e w  with each 
schoo l  l e a v e r  r e q u i r e s  time, whereas t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  s a v e s  
t ime.  The q u e s t i o n n a i r e  may be s e n t  and r e t u r n e d  by  ma i l  
e a a i l y  a n d  inexpeneively .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, t h e  ques t ion -  
n a i r e  may not  be taken s e r i o u s l y  b y  the  pe r son  f i l l i n g  it in .  
If t h i s  i s  t h e  case ,  the  i n f o r m  t i o n  s u p p l i e d  i s  u n r e l i a b l e .  
I n  some c a s e s  respondents  w i l l  not  t a k e  t ime t o  answer t h e  
q u e s t i o n n a i r e .  Ques t ionna i re  r e t u r n s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a f r a c -  
t i o n a l  p a r t  of a l l  s choo l  l e a v e r s  may no t  r e p r e s e n t  a t r u e  
sample of a l l  t h e  s choo l  l e a v e r s .  3 
' ~ a e r  and Roeber, &. 2. 
2 ~ .  L. Cle land ,  Follow-up Survey Through Vi sua l  
Aids,"  occupation^, XIX (February,  19411, 331-34. 
h e r  and Roeber, OJ. G., p. 287. 
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The personal interview, because it i s  time-consuming 
and because i t  i s  almost impossible t o  arrange an interview 
with school l eavers  who no longer r e s ide  i n  the  comuni ty ,  
has not been a s  popular a  method a s  it should be. Compared 
t o  the impersonal questionnaire,  the personal interview 
usual ly  y ie lds  more information. The r e l i a b i l i t y  of t he  
interview depends upon the s k i l l s  of the  interviewer.  The 
public  r e l a t i o n s  values of the  personal interview a r e  
r e l a t i v e l y  high.' If possible,  a combination of a l l  th ree  
methods should be used.2 
Factors  a f fec t ing  - the outcome -- o f  the f o l l o w - 2  
s tud ie s .  Many f a c t o r s  a f f e c t  the outcome of a  follow-up 
study. Experience has shown t h a t  some school l eavers  do 
not respond r ead i ly  t o  mailed questionnaires.  I n  twenty- 
t h r ee  follow-up s tud ie s  the  responses t o  p r in ted  and mlmeo- 
graphed quest ionnaires varied from twenty-one t o  ninety-two 
per  cent .  The percentage of quest ionnaires r e  turned var ied  
d i r e c t l y  with the degree of achievement shown by school 
l eave r s  e i t h e r  while i n  school or a f t e r  leaving s c h o 0 1 . ~  A 
l ~ a s r  and Roeber, OJ. G., p. 239. 
* ~ a s r  and Roeber, loc . o i t .  
3 ~ s l i s  Oppenheimer, and Ruth F. Kimball, "Letter  t o  
Edi tor ,  Oocupations, XXVII (~ecember,  1948), 200. 
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check a t  Woodrow Wilson High School,  Washington, D. C., of  
seventy- four  g radua te s  who had n o t  r e p l i e d  t o  a q u e s t i o n n a i r e  
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  seventy  p e r  c e n t  o f  them ranked i n  t h e  lowes t  
t h r e e - f i f t h s  of t h e i r  c lass . '  Lindman found a  p o s i t i v e  r e -  
l a t i o n s h i p  between the  percentage r e p l y i n g  and t h e  marks t h e  
young people  had made while i n  school .  Eighty-two p e r  c e n t  
of t h e  s c h o o l  l e a v e r s  whose marks were i n  t he  upper t e n  p e r  
c e n t  of t h e i r  c l a s s  r e t u r n e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e ;  on ly  f i f t y -  
f i v e  p e r  c e n t  of  t h e  school  l e a v e r s  i n  t h e  lower  t e n  p e r  
c e n t  of t h e i r  c l a s s  s c h o l a s t i c a l l y  r e t u r n e d  t h e i r  ques t ion -  
naire.' It was found by Reuss that  t h e r e  were s i g n i f i c a n t  
d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  and grade  p o i n t  averages  
between thoae  who d i d  and t h o s e  who d i d  not  r e p l y  t o  t h e  
q u e s t i o n n a i r e .  3 
Another f a c t o r  which a f f e c t s  t h e  pe rcen tage  of  r e -  
t u r n s  seems t o  b e  t h e  l e n g t h  of  time s i n c e  g radua t ion .  I n  a 
a t u d y  of Bur l ing ton ,  Vermont, High School g radua te s ,  s i x t y -  
two per  c e n t  of t hose  who had gradua ted  t h e  p rev ious  p e a r  
r e t u r n e d  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s ,  whereas on ly  f o r t y - n i n e  p e r  c e n t  of 
t h e  respondents  who had gradua ted  two yea r s  p r e v i o u s l y  r e -  
% r i c k  L. Lindman, "The Adequacy of Follow-up 
Samplings,  Occupations,  XIX (October, 1940) ,  33-35. 
3C. R. Reuss, IIDifferences Between Persons  Eesponding 
and  Not Reaponding t o  a  i!alled Ques t i o n n a l r e , "  American 
S o c i o l o ~ i c a l  Review, V I I I  (1943) r 433-38. 
1 p l i e d .  O f f i c i a l s  of Hunter College i n  1944, using a  p o s t a l  
c a r d  ques t ionna i re ,  received r e p l i e s  from eighty-four  pe r  
c e n t  of the  1943 graduates .  They were a b l e  t o  ob ta in  r e -  
p l i e s  from on ly  fo r ty - f ive  per  c e n t  of t h e  1931 graduates .  2 
The d i f fe rences  mentioned between those who respond 
and t h o s e  who do not respond t o  ques t ionna i res  have impli-  
should be made t o  ob ta in  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  sample of a l l  
school  l eaver s ,  thus helping t o  ensure t h a t  the  d a t a  from 
r e t u r n e d  ques t ionnai res  o r  interviews a r e  t r u l y  representa-  
t i v e  of a l l  school-leavers,  Second, ques t ionna i res  should 
be so devised t h a t  they  w i l l  encourage school- leavers  t o  
r e p l y .  Third, persons i n t e r e s t e d  i n  follow-up s t u d i e s  
should e x p e r b e n t  with techniques which w i l l  he lp  t o  o b t a i n  
responses  from those who t y p i c a l l y  do not respond t o  
questionnaires. F!uch more research,  obviously,  needs t o  be 
' ~ o h n  W. 1. Rothney and Robert L. llooren,    amp ling 
Problems i n  Follow-up ~ e a e a r c h , "  Personnel and Guidance 
17 
- 
- 
c a t i o n s  f o r  those  cons t ruc t ing  ques t ionna i res  and those  
conduct ing ques t ionnai re  s tud ies .  F i r s t ,  every e f f o r t  
1 L 
done i n  this f i e l d m 3  
The folow-UJ s tudy and school program. The organi -  
-
Journal ,  XXX (P:ay, 1952),  573-79. 
%bid. - 
%bid. - 
- 
z a t i o n  of t h e  follow-up s t u d y  must i nc lude  ways i n  which t h e  
follow-up d a t a  can be  implemented i n  t h e  s choo l  program. 
Eumphreys and T r a x l e r  s t a t e d  t h a t :  
T h i s  a s p e c t  of t h e  fol low-up s t u d y  i s  cons idered ,  by 
most s choo l s ,  t o  be a p a r t  of t h e  guidance program. 
The follow-up, however, i s  a neg lec t ed  a s p e c t  of most 
s choo l s  because a  given h i g h  schoo l  l a c k s  t h e  r e q u i s i t e  
t ime,  i n t e r e s t ,  personnel ,  o r  procedures.  
Through follow-up programs, t h e  counse lors ,  f o r  ex- 
ample, can  undoubtedly improve t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  t o  former ,  
p r e s e n t ,  and f u t u r e  counse lees .  Through a fol low-up 
s tudy ,  counse lo r s  can f i n d  out  what kbas happened t o  
many of  t h e i r  former counse lees .  They can  compare t h e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  t h u s  ob ta ined  with schoo l  r e c o r d s  of what 
was done f o r  t h e s e  counselees .  These comparisons may 
r e v e a l  s u c h  d e f e c t s  a s  mis takes  i n  t h e  use  of  c e r t a i n  
t e s t i n g  dev ices ,  m i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  t e s t  r e s u l t s ,  and  
f a u l t y  use  of occupa t iona l  in format ion .  By l o c a t i n g  
t h e s e  d e f e c t s  and by c o r r e c t i n g  them, counse lo r s  i n  t h e  
s c h o o l  can  become much more h e l p f u l  t o  s t u d e n t s  t h a n  
e v e r  be fo re .  
Up  t o  t h e  p re sen t ,  a l l  t o o  l i t t l e  r e s e a r c h  has  been  
done i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  fol low-up work as a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  
of t h e  guidance s e r v i c e s .  R e l a t i v e l y  speaking ,  l i t t l e  
is known c o  ce rn ing  the u se fu lnes s  o f  t h e  fol low-up 
t echn iques .  f 
E r i c k s o n  and  Smith po in t ed  ou t  that: 
Research and s tudy i s  an impor tan t  f u n c t i o n  of t h e  
gu idanae  program. A neglec ted  b u t  impor tan t  c o n t r i b u -  
t i o n  of the  guidance s e r v i c e  i s  t h a t  of s t i m u l a t i n g ,  
d i r e c t i n g ,  and implementing t h e  r e s u l t s  of r e s e a r c h  
p r o j e c t s .  Almost a l l  schools  a r e  d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  r e -  
s p o n s i b i l i t y  of meeting t h e  needs of  t h e  p u p i l s .  These 
' ~ n t h o n ~  J o  IIumphreys, and Ar thur  E. T r a x l e r ,  
Guidance S e r v i c e s  (Chicago: Sc ience  Research A s s o c i a t e s ,  
m. 221. 
items represen t  only two of many t o p i c s  t h a t  need more 
c a r e f u l  study. No program of teaching  o r  counseling 
can be very e f f e c t i v e  u n t i l  such r e s e a r c h  s t u d i e s  have 
been made. The guidance program should serve a s  the 
spearhead of a  continuous program of s tudy and r e s e a r c h  
t o  o b t a i n  the  information needed t o  b u i l d  a  b e t t e r  
school  program. 1 
The suggest ions given by Rothney and Mooren meri t  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  if a school plans to  make a  follow-up s tudy 
t h a t  i s  worth doing: 
1. Plans  f o r  the  s tudy should be made while the  s u b j e c t  
i s  i n  school. 
2. Contacts  with the  sub jec t s  should be maintained i n  
t h e  i n t e r v a l  between graduat ion  and t h e  follow-up 
study. 
3. The ques t ionnai re  should be well  cons t ruc ted .  4. The time of mailing should be c a r e f u l l y  planned t o  
"avoid rush  sess ions .  " 
5.  Addresses should be complete and accura te .  
6 .  Planning of t h e  follow-up l e t t e r s  should be care-  
f u l l y  done.2 
If t h e  etudy r e v e a l s  a  need f o r  r e v i s i o n  of t h e  
curr iculum, changes i n  course content ,  or improvement i n  t h e  
guidance s e r v i c e s  o r  changes i n  o the r  a r e a s  o f  the  school  
program, the school m u s t  be wi l l ing  t o  face  the f a c t s  r e -  
vea led  and make changes where necessary. 
l ~ l i f f o r d  E. Prickson and Glenn E. Smith, Organiza- 
t i o n  and Administrat ion of Guidance Serv ices  (New York: 
r i c ' ; r a G i l l  Sook ~ o n ~ a n ~ ~ 1 ' ~ 1 ~ - 1 0 .  
2 ~ o h n  W. Y. Rothney and Robert L. Kooren, "Sampling 
Prob lem i n  Follow-up Research," Personnel - and Guidance 
Journal ,  XXX (Kay, 1952), 573-79. 
CHAPTER I11 
PFESENTATION OF DATA 
The purpose of this s t u d y  was t o  o b t a i n  t h e  op in ions  
of s t u d e n t s  uho te rmina ted  t h e i r  educa t ion  i n  t h e  P r a i r i e  
C i t y  Community High School d u r i n g  t h e  yea r s  1959 through 
1964, conce rn ing  t h e  adequacy of t he  high schoo l  program, 
The o p i n i o n s  of t h e s e  s t u d e n t s  were used t o  ana lyze  t h e i r  
e d u c a t i o n a l  and v o c a t i o n a l  exper iences  t o  de termine how 
e f f e c t i v e l y  t h e  s choo l  had met t h e i r  needs. 
The f i r s t  s t e p  i n  the  process  of o b t a i n i n g  data 
n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
of a q u e s t i o n n a i r e  and m a i l i w  it t o  t h e  152  s t u d e n t s .  
This  was fo l lowed by a  t a b u l a t i o n  and a n a l y s i s  of t h e i r  
responsea .  
There  was an o v e r - a l l  r e t u r n  o f  72.7 p e r  c e n t  f rom 
t h e  g r a d u a t e s  and drop-outs  of  t h e  1959 th rough  1964 c l a s s e s  
of P r a i r i e  C i t y  Community High School. O f  t h s  152  ques t ion -  
n a i r e s  s e n t  ou t ,  two were r e t u r n e d  unanswered because of 
i nau f  f i c i e n t  add res s ,  and 109 were completed and r e t u r n e d .  
The c l a s a  of 1960 r e t u r n e d  f i f t e e n  of twenty-four,  o r  62.5 
p e r  c e n t ;  t h e  c l a s s  of 1961 r e t u r n e d  twenty- three  of twenty- 
nine ,  o r  79.3 p e r  c e n t ;  t h e  c l a s s  of 1962 r e t u r n e d  e i g h t e e n  
of  twenty- f ive ,  o r  72 per  cen t ;  t he  c l a s s  of 1963  r e t u r n e d  
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twenty of twenty-six, or 76.9 per cent;  the c l a s s  of 1964 
re turned twenty-seven of th i r ty - th ree ,  or 81.8 per cent;  and 
the  drop-outs during these years re turned six of t h i r t een ,  
o r  46.1 per  cent .  The trend was a s  the  length of time s ince  
graduation increased the percentage of re tu rns  decreased, 
with the r e t u r n s  of the drop-outs showing the  lowest per- 
centage of re turns .  
I n  t h i s  repor t ,  t he  tabula ted r e s u l t s  do not always 
equal t he  t o t a l  number of s tudents  who responded t o  the  
quest ionnaire .  The reasons f o r  t h i s  are :  (1) the respon- 
dents  f a i l e d  t o  ansuer all of the questions; (2 )  some 
quest ions did not apply t o  all respondents; and ( 3 )  some of 
tha  quest ions requlred the graduates t o  give a mult iple 
response. The discussion and tab les  i n  t h i s  chapter w i l l  
follow the  order a s  reported on the quest ionnaire,  
The data  compiled with reference t o  the quest ion on 
mar i t a l  s t a t u s  indicated t h a t  f i f ty-nine of the respondents 
ware s ing l e ,  forty-eight  were married, two were divorced o r  
separated,  and none was widowed. 
Of those persons responding, 103 had graduated from 
high achool and six had dropped out of school before 
graduating. 
Table I shows t h a t  most of the persons responding were 
working ful l - t ime;  th i r ty - f  ive were in school f ulltirne ; and 
four teen of the female respondents were housewives. 
TABLE I 
RESPONSES BY MEZ'IBERS OF 1960, 1961, 1962, 1963 
1964 CLASSES AID DROP-OUTS OF PRAIRIE CITY 
COIQIUNITY HIGH SCHOOL, PZAIRIE CITY, 
IOWA, TO QUESTION, ''WHAT IS  YOUR 
PRESEW iZ?PLOYI4ENT STATVS ?" 
STATUS 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 Drop-outs To ta l  N = l S  N=23 N = l 8  N=20 N=27 N=6 109 
Working f u l l - t i m e  8 11 6 7 17  
~n school  f u l l - t i m e  5 8 7 7 8 
Housewife 0 3 5 4  1 
Working part- t ime 0 0 1 2 1 
I n  business  f o r  se l f  1 3 0 0 1 
I n  school  p a r t - t h e  1 1 0 1 0 
In Armed Forcea 0 0 0 0 1 
Not working 1 0 0 0 0 
Rot working; looking 
f o r  a job 0 0 1 0 0 
Other 0 0 0 0 0 
?he t o t a l s  do not equal t h e  number of responses 
because respondents were able  t o  check more than  one response. 
As ehown i n  Table 11, most of t h e  r e p o r t i n g  s t u d e n t s  
made t h e i r  own d e c i s i o n s  i n  regard t o  t h e i r  educat ional  
plans.  Pa ren t s  helped i n  the decision-making f o r  e i g h t  of 
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t h e  e i g h t e e n  repor t ing  1962 s tudents ,  nine of the twenty r e -  
p o r t i n g  1963 s tudents ,  ten  of the twenty-seven r e p o r t i n g  
1964 s tuden t s ,  eleven of the  twenty-three r epor t ing  1961 
s tuden t s ,  and t h r e e  of the s i x  drop-outs. Only th ree  of 
t h e  f i f t e e n  repor t ing  1960 s tuden t s  were inf luenced by t h e i r  
pa ren t s .  Teachers, f r i ends ,  r e l a t i v e s ,  p r i n c i p a l ,  and work 
experience inf luenced some of the  s tuden t s  during these  
years .  Only t h e  1963 and 1964 c l a s s e s  were inf luenced by a 
counselor .  The counseling program h d  been s e t  up dur ing  I 
t h e  1961 and 1962 school year. O f  t h e  school  sub jec t s ,  
mathematics and bus iness  were the most i n f l u e n t i a l ,  fol lowed 
by h i s t o r y  and Lat in.  
Tabla I11 followed very  c l o s e l y  t h e  p a t t e r n  s e t  i n  
Table 11. Yost of t h e  respondents ind ica ted  t h e y  made 
t h e i r  own dec i s ions  concerning vocat ional  plana,  Twenty- 
f i v e  i n d i c a t e d  they rece ived  he lp  from t h e i r  pa ren t s  and 
t h i r t e e n  were helped by the counselor.  Some s tuden t s  r e -  
ce ived  h e l p  from a  f r i e n d ,  teacher  o r  through work experience.  
The s u b j e c t s  which a ided  t h e  respondents most i n  making de- 
c i s i o n s  were vocat ional  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  typing, shorthand, 
bookkeeping, o f f  i c e  p rac t i ce ,  mathematics, Engl ish,  and 
l i t e r a t u r e .  
Table IV shows the type of work i n  which f i f t y - t h r e e  
s t u d e n t s  were engaged fu l l - t ime.  The most f r e q u e n t l y  r e -  
FU?SPONSES BY MWERS O F  1960, 1961, 1962, 1963, 
1964 CLASSEs AND DROP-OUTS OF PRAIRIE CITY 
COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL, P M I R I E  CITY, 
IOWA, TO QUESTION, "WHICH (TEIRO) 
OF THE FOLLOWING HELPED YOU 
MOST I N  MAKING YOUR EDU- 
CATIONAL PLANS 7" 
WUMBER OF RESPONSES* 
SOURCES OF 
HEZ;P 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 Drop-outs Total  N = l S  N=23 N=18 N=20 N=27 ??=6 109 
My own decis ion 9 18 8 0 15 
Parents  3 11 8 9 10 
Counselor o o o 8 14 
A teacher  o r  teachers 3 4 1 0 4 
Work experience 2 2 0 0 1 
Other r e l a t i v e s  0 2 2 0 0 
Friend or f r i ends  0 1 0 1 1 
Ma thematic a 0 2 0 0 0 
Buaineea 0 1 1 0 0 
Ris to ry  0 0 1 0 0 
L a t i n  0 0 1 0 0 
 he t o t a l s  do not equal the number of responses be- 
cause respondents ware able  t o  check more than one response. 
ported occupations were secre tary  and f i l e  c le rk ,  with fanner, 
bookkeeper, t ruoker,  and laborer  next i n  incidence. 
RESPONSES BY MEMBERS OF 1960, 1961, 1962, 1963, 
1964 CUSSES AND DROP-OUTS OF PRAIRIE CITY 
COWLUNITY HIGH SCHOOL, PRAIRIE CITY, 
IOWA, TO Q U B T I O N ,  "WHICH (WHO) 
OF THE FOLLOWING ~ P E D  YOU ' 
MOST I N  MAKII\JG YOUR VOCA- 
T I O i L  PLANS?" 
SOURCES OF 
HELP 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 Drop-outs T o t a l  
N = l S  N=23 N=l0 N=20 ~ = 2 7  N=6 109 
My own d e c i s i o n  
P a r e n t s  
Counselor 
Work experience 
A t e a c h e r  o r  
t e a c h e r s  
F r i end  o r  f r l e n d a  
Vocat ional  Agri- 
c u l t u r e  
Eng l i sh  
L i t e r a t u r e  
Bookkeeping 
O f f  i c e  P r a c t i c e  
Shorthand 
Other r e l a t i v e s  
Pr inc  i p a l  
 he t o t a l s  do not equal  the  number of responses be- 
cause respondents were able  t o  check more t h a n  one response,  
TABLE I V  
CURRENT OCCUPATION OF 53 MEMBERS OF PRAIRIE CITY 
COTQ<UNITY HIGH SCHOOL, PMIRIE CITY, Iota, 
OF 19609 1961, 19629 1963 , 1964 CLASSES 
AND DROP-OUTS 
OCCUPATION NUMBER OF RESPOIiSZS 
Secre ta ry  
F i l e  Clerk 
Farmer 
Bookkeeper 
Trucker 
Laborer 
I B M  Programmer 
S t a t i o n  Attendent 
Auto Mechanic 
Carpenter 
A i r c r a f t  Mechanic 
Tab Operator 
Photographer 
Elec t ronio  Technician 
Pa in te r  
Beautician 
Mail Clerk 
Factory Work 
Teacher 
Punch Operator 
Pump Operator 
Radio Repairman 1 
Table V shows t h a t  most  of the persons repor t ing f e l t  
t h a t  t h e i r  high school t r a in ing  had been of some help  i n  
t h e  jobs which they held. Only nine of f i f t y - th ree  repor ted 
t h e i r  high school t ra in ing  was of l i t t l e  o r  no help. 
TABLE V 
RESPONSES BY IENBERS OF 1960, 1961, 1962, 1963, 1964 
CUSSES AND DROP-OUTS OF PRAIRIE CITY COl2?ENITY 
H I G H  SCHOOL, PRAIRIE CITY, IOW, TO QUESTION, 
"HOW PlUCH HAS YOUR HIGH SCEOOL TRAIWIIK; 
- HELPED YOU I N  THE JOBS YOU ,HAVE HELD 
SINCE LFAVING RIGH SCHOOL?" 
NUMBER OF WPONSES* 
A g r e a t  d e a l  4 5 2 2 4 0 17 
S ome 4 5 3 4 9 2 27 
L i t t l e  o r  none 0 1 1 1 4  2 9 
*The t o t a l s  do not equal the nunber of responses be- 
cause only the  respondents who were employed ful l - t ime a t  
t h e  t i n e  of this s tud answered t h i s  question. (Table repre-  
s e n t s  53 respondents. 7 
In Table V I ,  most of the respondents i n  the subject  
c l a s s e s  secured t h e i r  jobs through t h e i r  own e f f o r t s .  
Parents  and f r i ends  were the next most f requent ly  repor ted 
sources of help. 
TABLE V I  
RESPONSES BY MECQ3ERS OF 1960, 1961, 1962, 1963, 1964 
CLASSES AND DROP-OUTS OF PRAIRIE CITY COI=TCWNITY 
HIGH SCHOOL, PRAIRIE CITY, IOWA, TO QUESTION, 
''WHICH (WHO) OF THE FOLLOWING HELPED YOU MOST 
. I N  GETTING YOUR FIRST FULL-TII'IE JOB AFTER 
I J U V I N G  HIGH S C  SOOL? " 
OF mLP 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 Drop-outs T o t a l  N = l s  N=23 N=18 N=20 N=27 N=6 109 
My own e f f o r t  
Pa ren t s  
F r i ends  
P r i v a t e  employment 
s e r v i c e  
K i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  
Other r e l a t i v e s  
School ( t e a c h e r ,  
p r i n c i p a l )  
Newspaper 
Publ ic  employment 
a e r v i c e  
Buaineas 
-he t o t a l s  do not equal t h e  number of responses be- 
cause respondents were ab le  t o  check more than  one response.  
More respondents r epor ted  a t t end ing  Iowa S t a t e  Uni- 
v e r s i t y  than  any o the r  school. Table V I I  a l s o  shows t h a t  
Drake Univers i ty  and t h e  S t a t e  Univers i ty  of Iowa were the 
T A B U  V I I  
EDUCATION BNOND HIGH SCHOOL AS REPORTED BY 
59 STUDENTS OF Tm 1960, 1961, 1962, 1963, 
AND 1964 CLASSES O F  PRAIRIE CITY COM- 
ilUlTITY HIGH SCHOOL, PWIRIE CITY, 
IOWA 
-- - 
NAME OF SCHOOL 
ATTENDED 
- - 
Iowa S t a t e  Universi ty 
Drake Universi ty 
S t a t e  Universi ty of Iowa 
S t a t e  College of Iowa 
Grandview College 
Northeast Kissour i  S t a t e  
Teachers College 
Cent ra l  College 
Univers i ty  of Nebraska 
Gr inne l l  College 
American Academy of 
Beauty 
American School 
American Institute of 
Business 
Universal Trades School 
IBlil School 
United S t a t e s  Army IBPI 
School 
Baylor Universi ty 
Ames, Iowa 
Des Xoines, Iowa 
Iowa City,  Iowa 
Cedar Fa l l s ,  Iowa 
Des Moines, Iowa 
Kirkevil le ,  l i i s~ou r l .  
Pel la ,  Iowa 
Lincoln, Hebraska 
Grinnell ,  10- 
Des ?Ioines, Iowa 
Chicago, I l l i n o i s  
Des Koines, Iowa 
Omaha, Tlebraska 
Des Moines, Iowa 
United S t a t e s  Army 
Houston, Texas 
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TABLE V I I  ( con t inued )  
NAY& OF SCHOOL 
ATTENDED LOCATION 
Gale I n s t i t u t e  
- - - - - - - - - -  - -  
Minneapolis ,  PIinnesota 
B e r n e l  H a i r  S t y l i n g  
C o l l e g e  Arnes, Iowa 
Colorado S t a t e  Col lege Greeley,  Colorado 
Purdue U n i v e r s i t y  La faye t t e ,  Ind iana  
Pe r sonne l  T ra in ing  
I n s t i t u t e  Omaha, Nebraska 
Simpson Co l l ege  Ind ianola ,  Iowa 
N e d i c a l  School  of 
Technology Minneapolis ,  Minnesota 
Uni ted  S t a t e s  A i r  Force 
Techn ica l  T ra in ing  
Cen te r  United S t a t e s  A i r  Force 
Bakery School No addres s  g iven  
Un i t ed  S t a t s a  Fiaintenance 
School  United S t a t e s  Army 
De Vry Techn ica l  
I n s t i t u t e  Chicago, I l l i n o i s  
t1cPherson Col lege  McPherson, Kansas 
nex t  most f r e q u e n t l y  r e p o r t e d  schools .  The respondents  r e -  
p o r t e d  a t t e n d i n g  twenty-eight  d i f f e r e n t  pos t -h igh  s c h o o l  
e d u c a t i o n a l  and/or t r a i n i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  
Table  V I I I  shows t h a t  two persons  have r e c e i v e d  e i t h e r  
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a  Bachelor of Science or  Bachelor of A r t s  degree, twelve 
persons have rece ived  a  diploma, seven o the r s  have rece ived  
over  36 months t r a i n i n g ,  none from 19-27 months t r a i n i n g ,  
e i g h t  from 13-18 months of t r a i n i n g ,  twenty-two have received 
from 9-12 months of t r a i n i n g ,  and twelve have rece ived  l e s s  
t h a n  nine months of t r a i n i n g .  O f  the  109 respondents who 
r e t u r n e d  t h e  quest ionnaire ,  f i f  ty-nine (54.1 per  cen t )  i n d i -  
c a t e d  they  have pursued some type of t r a i n i n g  beyond high 
school .  
For ty- f ive  s tudents  s a i d  they  were p r e s e n t l y  pre- 
par ing  themselves f o r  an occupation. Table IX a l s o  shows 
t h a t  t h e  most f r equen t ly  repor ted  occupat ional  goa l s  were 
t each ing  and farming. A wide range of occupat lonal  g o a l s  is  
shown by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  only s i x  occupations were named by  
more than  one person, 
A s  shown i n  Table X, most of the  respondents f e l t  
t h e i r  h igh  school  education was e f f e c t i v e  i n  some a r e a s  i n  
he lp ing  t o  prepare them f o r  f u r t h e r  educat ional  t r a i n i n g .  
Seventeen and th ree - t en ths  per cen t  of t h e  persons who 
responded t o  t h e  ques t ionnai re  f e l t  t he  educat ion they  r e -  
ce ived  was very e f fec t ive .  F i f t e e n  and s i x - t e n t h s  per  c e n t  
f e l t  t h a t  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  was not e f fec t ive .  
Table X I  shows t h a t  mathematics, Engl ish,  sc ience ,  
and bualnese courses  were the a reas  which prepared t h e  atu-  
TABU3 V I I I  
LENGTH OF TRAINING PERIOD BbTOIJD H I G H  SCHOOL A S  
REPORTED BY 59 STUDENTS OF 1960, 1961, 1962, 
1963, AND 1964 CLASSES OF P R A I R I E  CITY 
C OI*Q.'IUNITY HIGH SCHOOL, PRAIRIE CITY, 
IOWA 
MONTHS C 0MPI;ETED DEGREE 
COURSE PURSUED 
0-8 9-12 13-18 19-27 36+ Dipl.  BA BS 
- -- 
Engineering 
IBM Programming 
Mathematics 
L i b e r a l  A r t s  
Elementary Education 
Cosmetology 1 2  
A g r i c u l t u r e  Eusineas 1 1  
Accounting 2 
Farm Operat i o n  2 
Auto Mechanics 
A r t  
E l e c t r o n i c s  
Business  Adminis- 
t r a t i o n  
Nursing 
Home Economic s 
Telegraphy 
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TABLE VIII (continued) 
MONTHS C 0IfPL;ETED DEGREE 
C OURSE PURSUED 
E l e c t r i c a l  Engineering 
I n d u s t r i a l  Adminis- 
t r a t i o n  
Chemistry 
Baking 
Dental Hygiene 
Economics 
Dairy Science 
Music 
I B M  Data Processing 
Medicine 
Veter inary  Kedicine 
Chemical Engineering 
Drama 
Adver t i s ing 
Draf t ing  
English 
den ts  most e f f ec t i ve ly  f o r  f u r t h e r  educat ional  t r a in ing .  
S o c i a l  s tud ies ,  agr icu l tu re ,  i n d u s t r i a l  a r t s ,  home economics 
and typing were mentioned l e s s  frequently.  
CURRENT OCCUPATIONAL GOALS OF STUDENTS OF 1960, 
1961, 1962, 1963, 1964 CLASSES AIJD DROP-OUTS 
OF PRAIRIE CITY COIJE~IUNITY HIGH SCHOOL, 
PRAIRIE CITY, IOWA 
OCCUPATIONClL 
GOAL 
OCCUPATIONAL 
GOAL 
Manager Finance Co. Teaching 
Farming Livestock Buyer 
Business  o r  S e l f  
Employed 
Heavy Equipment 
Operator 
IBP.1 Operator  Lathe Operator 
Ve te r ina ry  Medicine Dental  A s s i s t a n t  
Auto Mechanics Nursing 
Cosmetology Fores t ry  and Wild l i fe  
Conservation 
Commercial Photo- 
grapher  Banking 
A g r i c u l t u r e  Business E l e c t r i c a l  Engi- 
neering 
Adver t i s ing  
I n d u s t r i a l  Admin- 
i s t r a t o r  Space and 1:lssile 
Guidanc a ~ e r v i c  ing  
Medicine 
Radio and T.V. Repair 
Tabla X I 1  shows t h a t  most of t h e  s t u d e n t s  f e l t  t h a t  
i n  t h e  a r e a s  of English,  mathematics, science,  and 
s o c i a l  s t u d i e s  t h e i r  p repara t ion  was l e a s t  e f f e c t i v e .  
TABLE X 
RBP~NSES BY MEMBERS W 1960, 1961, 1962, 1963, 1964 
CLASSES AND DROP-OUTS OF PRAIRIE CITY COIQTUNITY 
HIGH SCHOOL, PRAIRIE CITY, IOWA, TO TKE 
HIGH SCHOOL TRAINING I N  HELPING 
TO PREPARE YOU FOR F'URT'EER 
- - EDUCATIONAL TRAINING?" 
rnCTIvENESS OF 'LWMBER OF RESPONSES 
- - 
TRAINING 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 Drop-outs T o t a l  M=lS N=23 ~ = 1 8  N=20 ~ = 2 7  N=6 109 
Very e f f e c t i v e  
E f f e c t i v e  i n  some 
a r e a s  11 14 4 11 19 4 73 
Not sf f ec t i v e  1 3 2 5 4 2 1-1 I 
I n  t h e  a r e a  of 'o thersYn study h a b i t s  were mentioned by f o u r  i 
s t u d e n t s ,  while two mentioned h i s t o r y ,  speech and Spanish. 
Most of the  repor t ing  s tuden t s  of t h e  s u b j e c t  c l a s s e s  
f e l t  t h e i r  high school experience had given them the  most 
h e l p  i n  t h e  a rea  of g e t t i n g  along with people. Table X I 1 1  
a l s o  shows t h a t  marriage and fami ly  l i f e  was the  a r e a  i n  
. - 
which most of them f e l t  they had rece ived  l i t t l e  o r  no help,  
"Conducting my own business  a f f a i r s ,  " "taking c a r e  of my 
h e a l t h , n  "using my spare  t imesR "preparing f o r  f u r t h e r  edu- 
c a t i o n ,  "understanding my a b i l i t y  and i n t e r e s t s , "  and "ss- 
cur ing  a jobn were repor ted  by most graduates  a s  a r e a s  i n  
TABLE X I  
RESPONSES BYMEMBERS OF 1960, 1961, 1962, 1963, 1964 
CLASSES AND DROP-OUTS OF PRAIRIE cIm C O T ~ I T Y  HIGH 
SCHOOL, PRAIRIE CITY, IOWA, TO THE QUESTIOI~, 
" I N  WHAT AREA OR AREAS WAS YOUR PREPARATION 
MOST 
- 
SUBJECT AREAS 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 Drop-outs Tota l  
N = l S  IJ=23 ~ = 1 8  N=20 N=27 N=6 109 
Mathematics 
English 
Science 
Business Courses 
Soc ia l  Studies  
Agricul ture  
Rome Economics 
I n d u s t r i a l  A r t s  
T Y P ~ ~  
 he t o t a l s  do not equal the numher of responses be- 
cause respondents were able  t o  check more than one sub jec t  
area .  
which they had received a t  l e a s t  some help  through t h e i r  
high school experience. 
A s  shown i n  Table XIV, most s tudents  reported English 
and mathematics a s  being the  subjects  moat he lpfu l  t o  them 
eince leaving high school. Typing, chemistry, science, and 
TABLE X I 1  
lRESPONsES BY MEIBERS OF 1960, 1961, 1962, 1963, 1964 
CUSSES AND DROP-OUTS OF PRAIRIE CITY COMFIUNITY 
HIGH SCHOOL, PRAIRIX CITY, IOWA, TO TI33 
QUESTION, " I N  WHAT AREA OR AREAS WAS 
YOUR PREPARATION  ST EFFWTTVE?~~ 
SUBJECT ARMS 
1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 Drop-outs To t a l  
lT=l5 N=23 N=18  N=20 N=27 11=6 109 
Engl ish  
Science  
Mathemat i c  s 
Sac l a 1  Stud ies  
Business  Courses 
Agr icu l tu re  
I n d u s t r i a l  A r t s  
Study Habits 
H i s  t o r y  
Speech 
Spanlah 
A r t  
Ec onornics 
FIechanica 
 he t o t a l s  do not equal the number of responses be- 
cause respondents were able  t o  check more than one sub j ec t  
a rea .  
TABLE X I 1 1  
AREAS I N  WHICH HELPFUL INFORMATION WAS ACQUIRED TRROUGH 
HIGH SCHOOL EXPERIENCES A S  REPORTED BY TI33 1960, 1961, 
1962, 19639 1964 CLASSES AND DROP-OUTS OF PRAIRIE CITY 
C O?QbIUNITY HIGH SCHOOL; PRAIRIE CITY, IOWA 
AREAS 
EXmNT OF A I D  
A Great Some L i t t l e  Deal o r  None 
Conducting my own business  
affairs 22 
Taking c a r e  of my h e a l t h  1 7  
Using my spa re  time 19  
Prepar ing  f o r  f u r t h e r  education 36 
Understanding my a b i l i t y  
and i n t e r e s t s  41 
Secur ing  a job 20 
Get t ing  along with people 50 
Taking p a r t  of  community 
o r  c i v i c  a f f a i r s  33 
Marriage and fami ly  l i f e  
Thinking through problems 40 
A b i l i t y  t o  r e a d  well 
Advancing on my job 19  
a g r i c u l t u r e  were t h e  next most f requent ly  r epor ted  h e l p f u l  
s u b j e c t s .  His tory  and sc ience  were repor ted  by most s t u d e n t s  
a8 being t he  l e a a t  he lpfu l ,  followed by s o c i a l  s t u d i e s ,  Eng- 
l i a h ,  and mathemt ics .  
TABLZ X I V  
RESPONSES BY MEMBERS OF 1960, 1961, 1962, 1963, 1964 
CLASSES AND DROP-OUTS OF PRAIRIE C I T Y  COI4N?.JYITY 
HIGH SCHOOL, PRAIRIE cIm, IOWA TO QUES- 
T I O N ,  "WHAT HIGH SCHOOL SUBJECTS RAVE 
BEEN MOST HELPFUL AND LEAST HELPF'UL 
TO YOU SINCE LEAVING HIGH SCHOOL?" 
SUBJECTS 
NUMBER OF RESPONSES 
Most Helpful Least Belpf u l  
Engl i sh  
Mathematics 
TYPing 
Chemistry 
Science 
Agricul ture  
I n d u s t r i a l  A r t s  
Rome Sconomics 
History 
Biology 
Office Prac t ice  
Bookkeeping 
Business Courses 
Government 
Physics 
Economics 
40 
TABLE X I V  (continued) 
SUBJECTS 
NUMBER OF RESPONSES 
Most Helpful Least Belpf u l  
Shorthand 
Soc ia l  Studies  
Accounting 
Speech 
Business Machines 
Geometry 
L i t e r a t u r e  
L a t  In 
Spe l l i ng  0 1 
Geography 0 1 
Spanish 0 5 
Algebra 0 3 
I n  Table XV, more students f e l t  t h a t  of the sub jec t s  
no t  offered i n  high school, a course i n  auto mechanics 
would have been most helpful .  Advanced mathematics, ad- 
vanced English-grammar and composition, a romance language, 
paychology, and speech were the next most f requent ly  r e -  
ported des i red  sub jects .  
TABLE XV 
RESPONSES BY ViBERS OF 1960, 1961, 1962, 1963, 1964 
CLASSES AND DROP-OUTS OF PRAIRIE C I T Y  COPII4UNITY 
HIGH SCHOOL, PRAIRIE CITY, IOWA, TO QUES- 
TION, WHAT SUBJECTS DO YOU T ~ N R  
WOULD HAVE BEElJ FILFFUL TO YOU 
THAT WERE lIOT OFFERED I N  
HIGH SCHOOL?" 
SUGGESTED SUB J E  TS NO. SUGGESTED SUBJECTS 
Auto Mechanics 25 L a t i n  
Advanced piathematic s 9 German 
Advanced English-grammar Economics 
and composition 9 
Romance Language 8 Business Law 
Psychology 6 A n a l y t i c a l  Geometry 
Speech 6 Elementary Calculus 
A r t  5 Metal Shop 
S o c i a l  Problems 5 Advanced Business Courses 1 
Family Living 4 Zoology 
Advanced Science 3 Advanced Accounting 
C r e a t i v e  Wri t ing 3 F i r s t  Aid 
Advancod Home 3conomics 3 Advanced Physics 
Idfore L i t e r a t u r e  3 Journalism 
Business  !lachines 2 Library  
D r a f t i n g  2 Freshman Or ien ta t ion  
Advanced Shorthand 2 Advanced Chemistry 
Sociology 1 I n t e r i o r  Decorating 
Marriage and Family 1 A r t  Appreciat ion 
Sex Educat ion 1 Elec t ron ics  1 
Occupations 1 
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Table XVI shows t h a t  most of the  s tuden t s  i n  t h e  
s u b j e c t  c l a s s e s  f e l t  t h e r e  should be changes made i n  t h e  
e x t r a - c u r r i c u l a r  program. A ma j o r i t y  of these  respondents 
f e l t  t h e r e  needed t o  be more s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  clubs,  
fol lowed by debate and more emphasis on music, Twenty- 
seven s t u d e n t s  f e l t  t h e  ex t ra -cur r i cu la r  program was q u i t e  
adequate ,  
Most o f  the  r epor t ing  s tudents  of the  1960 and 1961 
c l a s s e s  d i d n ' t  have any counseling a s  shown i n  Table XVII. 
Of t h e  t h r e e  most recent  c l a s s e s  only seven persons i n d i -  
c a t e d  t h e y  d i d n ' t  have any counseling. During the years  
when a counselor  was employed, twenty-nine persons r e p o r t e d  
t h e  counsel ing was of some h e l p  and twenty-two f e l t  it  was 
extremely he lp fu l .  During these  same years f i f t e e n  persons 
r e p o r t e d  t h e  counseling was not h e l p f u l  a t  a l l  o r  was of 
ve ry  l i t t l e  help .  Eight s tuden t s  commented a s  fo l lows i n  
r e g a r d  t o  counseling received i n  high school:  "very l i t t l e  
h e l p  because I was too stubborn t o  use i tu; "I c a n ' t  say: 
I had not decided on my f i e l d ,  but  what problems I had t h e  
counse lor  was very h e l p f u l n ;  'null  and voi6"; "no counselor  
a v a i l a b l e n ;  and "no one cared what the s tuden t s  did." 
Three a tuden t s  repor ted  they had received h e l p  from an  i n -  
t e r e s t e d  teacher .  
I n  Table X V I I I  a l l  of the r epor t ing  s tuden t s  f e l t  
T A B U  X V I  
R E S P O N S E S  BY MEFIBERS OF 1960, 1961, 1962, 1963, 1964 
C L A S S E S  AID DROP-OUTS OF P R A I R I E  CITY C O I ~ ~ N I T Y  
HIGH SCHOOL, P R A I R I E  C I T Y ,  IOWA, TO QLTS- 
T I O N ,  ItDO YOU THINK ANY C H A E E S ,  
ADDITIONS, OR D E L E T I O N S  S H O  
BE MADE I N  THE A C T I V I T I E S  
OFI33RED I N  THE EXTRA- 
CURRICUIAR PROGRAMP 
F E E Z I N G S  ABOUT EXTRA- 
CTJRRICULAR PROGRAM CHANGES 
- -- -- - 
No, very  adequate 
Yes 
Suggestions:  
S p e c i a l  I n t e r e s t  Clubs 
Debate 
More Intramural Spor ts  
Emphasize 'lusic 
De-emphasize Spor ts  
Ronor Socie ty  
Give Student Council Respons ib i l i ty  
Future  Tomemakers of America 
Future  Teachers of America 
Publ ic  Speaking 
Wrest l ing 
Basebal l  
Tennis 
Swimming 
Golf 
Academic Seminars 
Emphasize Drama 
P o l i t i c a l  Club 
TABLE X V I I  
COUNSELING RECEIVED I N  HIGH SCHOOL A S  REPORTED 
BY IGNBERS C1F 1960, 1961, 1962, 1963, 1964 
C U S S E S  AND DROP-OUTS OF PRAIRIE CITY 
COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL, PRAIRIE 
C I T Y ,  IOWA 
F E E L I N G S  ABOUT lKJM3ER OF RESPONSES 
COUNSELING 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 Drop-outs T o t a l  
N=lS N=23 X = l 8  N=20 N=27 N=6 109 
Didn ' t  have any 
counse l ing  12  15 4 1 O 2 34 
Some h e l p  0  1 5  9 14 1 30 
Extremely h e l p f u l  0  0 1 8 11 2 22 
Xot h e l p f u l  a t  a l l  0  1 5 0  1 1 8 
Other 3 3 1 0 1 0 8 
Very l i t t l e  he lp  0 3 2 2 0  0 7 
t h a t  t h e  high school  should at tempt  t o  h e l p  them solve  t h e i r  
educ a t i o n a l  problems. Only three of ninety-nine r e p o r t i n g  
s t u d e n t s  f e l t  t h e  school should not give any o r  very l f t t l e  
h e l p  concerning vocat ional  problems. Most s tuden t s  f e l t  t h e  
schoo l  should g ive  some he lp  i n  solving personal  problems, 
but  twenty-four of the ninety-nine who repor ted  f e l t  t he  
school  should g ive  no he lp  or very l i t t l e  h e l p  i n  s o l v i n g  
p e r s o n a l  problems. 
TABLE X V I I I  
RESPONSES BY PEDIBERS OF 1960, 1961, 1962, 1963, 1964 
CUSSES AND DROP-OUTS OF PRAIRIE CITY COFIMUNITY HIGH 
SCHOOL, PRAIRIE CITY, IOb?Ay AS TO THE EXTENT HIGH 
SCHOOL SHOULD ATTmFT TO SOLVE STUDEE 'S  
EDUCATI021ALy AND PERSOIU'AL PROBLBIS 
PROBLEPIS Very A Consider- A Great 
None L i t t l e  'Om' able Amount Deal 
Educational  0  0  1 25 73 
Vocational 1 2 16 37 43 
Personal 9  15 48 18 9 
 he t o t a l s  do not equal t he  number of responses be- 
cause respondents were able  t o  check more than one response. 
Eighty-aeven repor t ing students  made comments i n  
response t o  the  question, "How could P r a i r i e  C i t y  Community 
High School b e t t e r  he lp  i t s  students solve t h e i r  vocat ional ,  
1 
educational ,  and personal p r ~ b l e r n s ? ~  The suggestion most 
f r equen t ly  made was t o  urge the school t o  employ a  fu l l - t ime 
counealor whose so l e  job would be t o  help solve vocat ional ,  
educat ional ,  and personal problems. Other comments repor ted  
by the  s tudents  were: "offer  a  g r ea t e r  va r i e ty  of courses,  
e s p e c i a l l y  i n  the  area  of vocational t r a in ingn ;  "provide f o r  
a c l o s e r  bond between t e a c h e r s  and p u p i l s n ;  "put g r e a t e r  
emphasis On cour se s  i n  Engl ish ,  s c i ence  and mathematicsff;  
and "give t h e  poorer  s t u d e n t  more a t t e n t i o n  and i n d i v i d u a l  
h e l p  i n  a l l  a r e a s e n  The drop-outs r e p o r t e d  t h a t  b e t t e r  
s t u d e n t - t e a c h e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  and a g r e a t e r  v a r i e t y  of  vo- 
c a t i o n a l  cou r se s  would have been o f  most h e l p  t o  them. 
A s  shown i n  Table XIX, most of t h e  drop-outs r e p o r t e d  
tha t  more v o c a t i o n a l  courses  would have helped t o  keep them 
i n  school .  Other  c o m e n t s  mentioned were: "provide on-the- 
"give 
- 
more a t t e n t i o n  t o  pe r sona l  problems9; 
and  "provide h e l p  i n  g e t t i n g  a long b e t t e r  with  teacher^.^ 
Table XX shows t h a t  two s t u d e n t s  l e f t  s choo l  t o  g e t  
mar r ied .  Othera repor ted :  "1 l e f t  school  because t h e  s choo l  
was t r y i n g  t o  t e l l  me what t o  do i n  affairs  t h a t  were none 
of  t h e i r  concernR;  "1 was k icked  o u t  f o r  some unknown 
r e a s o n n ;  and " d i s i n t e r e s t e d ,  t h e r e  wasn' t  any th ing  f o r  me." 
When asked  t o  make f u r t h e r  comments o r  s u g g e s t i o n s  
f o r  Improving any p a r t  of  t h e  s c h o o l t s  program, many of t h e  
r e s p o n s e s  were similar t o  those  found i n  Appendix D m  
1 
Responses f r e q u e n t l y  mentioned were: broaden and expand t h e  
program t o  b e t t e r  meet t h e  needs of t h e  s t u d e n t s ;  p l a c e  l e s s  
l ~ ~ ~ e n d i x  Em 
TABLE XIX 
R E S P O N S E S  BY MEMBERS OF 1960, 1961, 1962, 1963, AND 
1964 C L A S S E S  MHO DROP-OUTS O F  PRAIRIE C I T Y  
COT-%UNITY HIGH SCHOOL, A S  T O  ''WHAT THEI SCHOOL 
1-IIGHT HAVE DOiE kJHICIT: W O  HAVE 14ADE I T  
P O S S I B L E  FOR YOU TO S T A Y  I N  SCHOOLn 
WHAT NIGHT HAVE BEEN DONE ~ E R  OF ESPORSES* 
Offered more vocational s tudies 
Helped me t o  ge t  along b e t t e r  with 
my teachers  
Provided on-the-job t ra in ing  while 
going t o  school 
Given more a t t e n t i o n  to  my personal 
problems 
Helped me t o  ge t  along b e t t e r  with 
the  p r inc ipa l  
Assigned l e s s  home work 
Permit ted me t o  take fewer subjects  
a t  a time 
Offered more s tud ies  about marriage 
and family l i f e  
Offered more chances f o r  taking par t  
i n  spo r t s  and other  a c t i v i t i e s  
Helped me f i n d  a part-time job while 
I was going t o  school 
*he t o t a l s  do not equal the number of responses be- 
cause respondents were able  t o  check more than one item. 
TABLE XX 
RESPONSES BY MEMBERS OF 1960, 1961, 1962, 1963, AND 
1964 CUSSES WHO WERE D R O P - O m  OF PRAIRIE CITY 
CO13JIUNITY HIGH SCHOOL TO THE QUESTION, 
'WHY D I D  YOU LEAVE SCHOOL?" 
REASONS NUMBER OF RESPONSES* 
To g e t  marr ied  
Personal  i l l n e s s  
Had t o  go t o  work 
Was needed a t  home 
Wanted t o  ea rn  more money 
Family i l l n e s s  
K i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  
Pregnancy 0 
Other 3 
 he t o t a l s  do not equal t h e  number of responses be- 
cause respondents were a b l e  t o  check more than one item. 
emphasis on a t h l e t i c 6  and more on the  academic and music 
programs; encourage s tudents  t o  develop and p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  
a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  a r e  personal ly  i n t e r e s t i n g ;  and provide c l u b s  
i n  more I n t e r e s t  a reas .  
CHAPTER I V  
SmWdRY AND COiJCLUSIONS 
I. SUlYMCLRY 
I n  th i s  study the  opinions of s tuden t s  who terminated 
t h e i r  educat ion  i n  the  P r a i r i e  C i ty  Community High School 
dur ing  t h e  years  from 1959 through 1964 were obtained con- 
ce rn ing  t h e  adequacy of t h e  high school program. The 
opin ions  were used t o  analyze t h e i r  educat ional  and voca- 
t i o n a l  experiences t o  determine how e f f e c t i v e l y  the school 
had met t h e i r  needs. Specia l  emphasis was given t h e  
s t u d e n t s '  p resen t  employment s t a t u s ,  t h e  e f fec t iveness  of 
t h e  h i g h  school  program i n  helping s tudents  make educat fonal  
and voca t iona l  plans, the  value placed on t h e  curriculum, 
t h e  s t u d e n t s '  t r a i n i n g  beyond high school, the a d d i t i o n s  
t o  t h e  c u r P i c u l a r  and ex t ra -cur r i cu la r  programs, t h e  f e e l i n g  
of t h e  s tuden t s  about the guidance program, and what the 
school  could have done f o r  the drop-out t o  he lp  keep him i n  
school .  
A review of l i t e r a t u r e  pe r t a in ing  t o  follow-up 
s t u d i e s  was made. A ques t ionnai re  was cons t ruc ted  t o  i n -  
c lude  i tems necessary t o  resolve  t h e  problem s t a t e d  above. 
The ques t ionna i re  was administered t o  t h e  p resen t  (1965) 
s e n i o r  c l a s s  and f a c u l t y  and then necessary r e v i s i o n s  were 
made. The ques t ionnai re  was s e n t  t o  152 s tuden t s  who gradu- 
a t e d  o r  dropped out  of the  P r a i r i e  C i ty  Community High School 
dur ing  t h e  1959-64 period and 109 responded. T h i s  r e p r e s e n t s  
a n  o v e r - a l l  r e t u r n  of 72.7 per  cent .  The r e s u l t s  were tabu- 
l a t e d  and analyzed and formed the b a s i s  f o r  the  w r i t e r ' s  
conclusions.  
On t h e  b a s i s  of the informatfon obtained i n  t h i s  
s tudy,  t h e  following summary i s  presented concerning t h e  
adequacy of the  h igh  school program. 
1. The major i ty  of s tuden t s  were e i t h e r  employed f u l l -  
time, were i n  school fu l l - t ime,  o r  Here house- 
wives. Other s tudents  were working part-t ime, i n  
bus iness  f o r  themselves, i n  school part-t ime o r  i n  
the  Armed Forces. 
2. Most of the  s tuden t s  made t h e i r  own decis ions  i n  r e -  
gard  t o  t h e i r  educat ional  plans.  Others r ece ived  
h e l p  from parents ,  counselor, work experience, and 
school  eubjects .  
3. Seventy of t h e  r epor t ing  s tuden t s  s a i d  they  made 
t h e i r  own decisions i n  regard t o  t h e i r  voca t iona l  
plane. 
4 Twenty-seven of f if ty-three respondents f e l t  t h a t  
t h e i r  hi@ school t r a i n i n g  h d  been of "somen h e l p  
on t h e i r  present  job: seventeen, "a g r e a t  d e a l n  of 
51 
help ;  and nine, " l i t t l e  o r  no help." 
5 .  The school  was of l i t t l e  he lp  t o  most s tuden t s  i n  
g e t t i n g  t h e i r  f i r s t  fu l l - t ime  job. 
6 .  Fi f ty -n ine  s tudents  pursued some kind of t r a i n i n g  
beyond high school. 
7. O f  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  s tudents ,  f o r t y - f i v e  were preparing 
themselves f o r  an occupation, with teaching  and 
farming the most f requent  choices. 
8. A major i ty  of the s tudents  repor ted  t h a t  t h e i r  
h igh  school experience was "e f fec t ive  i n  some 
areas ."  
9 .  Most of the  r e p o r t i r g  s tudents  s a i d  t h e i r  prepara- 
tion was most e f f e c t i v e  i n  mathematics, Engl ish,  
science,  and business courses; l e a s t  e f f e c t i v e  i n  
English,  mathematics, science, and s o c i a l  s t u d i e s .  
10. A major i ty  of t h e  repor t ing  s tuden t s  s a i d  t h e i r  high 
school  experience had given them =a g r e a t  dea lR  of 
help i n  regard t o  g e t t i n g  along with people, under- 
s tanding  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  and i n t e r e s t s ,  th inking  
through problems, a b i l i t y  t o  read well,  and t ak ing  
p a r t  i n  community o r  c i v i c  a f f a i r s .  Marriage and 
family l i f e ,  advancing on the job, secur ing  a job, 
and using spare time were a reas  i n  which a  m a j o r i t y  
of the s tudente  received n l i t t l e w  o r  "no* help. 
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11. English,  mathematics, typing, chemistry, sc ience ,  
and a g r i c u l t u r e  were sub jec t s  most of the  s tuden t s  
r epor ted  a s  having been most h e l p f u l  s i n c e  l eav ing  
h igh  school. H i s  tory,  science,  s o c i a l  s t u d i e s ,  
a g r i c u l t u r e  and government were l i s t e d  by many of 
the  s tudents  a s  being the l e a s t  he lp fu l  subjec ts .  
12. Twenty-five s tudents  repor ted  t h a t  a  course i n  au to  
mechanics would have been h e l p f u l  t o  them. A d -  
vanced mathematics, English,  a  two or four  year 
romance language, psychology, and speech were 
courses  many s tudents  f e l t  would have been help- 
f u l .  
13. Spec ia l  i n t e r e s t  clubs,  debate,  and intra-mural  
s p o r t s  were a c t i v i t i e s  which respondents f e l t  
should be added t o  the  ex t ra -cur r i cu la r  programs. 
Thirty-one f e l t  the  e x t r a - c u r r i c u l a r  program was 
q u i t e  adequate. 
Q. During the  years In  which the  counsel ing program 
wae i n  use, t h i r t y  s tudents  repor ted  the  counsel ing 
which they had received i n  high school was of some 
help.  Twenty-two f e l t  the counsel ing was extremely 
he lp fu l ,  whereas s i g h t  r epor ted  it was not he lp-  
f u l  a t  a l l .  
15. A ma jo r i ty  of t h e  s tudents  ind ica ted  t h a t  t h e  h i g h  
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school  should provide a  g r e a t  d e a l  of he lp  i n  
so lv ing  t h e i r  educat ional  and vocat ional  problems, 
bu t  not t h e i r  personal  problems. 
16, The most f requent  comment made by eighty-seven r e -  
p o r t i n g  s tuden t s  a s  t o  how t h e  school could b e t t e r  
h e l p  so lve  t h e i r  vocat ional ,  educat ional ,  and per- 
s o n a l  problems was t o  employ a  fu l l - t ime  counselor. 
Many s tuden t s  mentioned o f f e r i n g  a  g r e a t e r  v a r i e t y  
of courses  i n  the a r e a  of vocat ional  t r a i n i n g  and 
p u t t i n g  g r e a t e r  emphasis on English,  science,  and 
mathematics. 
17,  Drop-outs responding t o  the ques t ionnai re  r epor ted  
t h a t  more vocat ional  courses would have helped 
keep them i n  school. On-the-job t r a i n i n g  and more 
a t t e n t i o n  g iven  t o  personal  problems were o t h e r  
suggest ions,  
18. Many s tuden t s  made genera l  comments and sugges- 
t i o n s  f o r  improving the school 's  p m g r m .  Those 
most f r equen t ly  mentioned were: t o  broaden and 
expand i t s  program t o  b e t t e r  meet the  needs of 
a l l  the s tuden t s ,  t o  place l e s s  emphasis on a th -  
l e t i c ~  and more on the academic and music p m g r m s ,  
and t o  organize clubs i n  a l l  i n t e r e s t  a r e a s -  
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11. CONCLUSIONS 
Based on t h e  f indings  of t h i s  study, t h e  fol lowing 
conclus ions  were drawn: 
1. s i n c e  t h e  school helped very few s t u d e n t s  f i n d  a 
fu l l - t ime  job a f t e r  graduation, this phase of the  
school  program should be s t rengthened by employing 
a fu l l - t ime  counselor, who would work with em- 
ployment agencies, and with the s tuden t s  who a r e  
looking  f o r  employment. The counselor could a l s o  
h e l p  s tudents  solve t h e i r  vocat ional ,  educat ional ,  
and personal problems. 
2, The c o l l e g e  preparatory program should be s t r e s s e d  
and enriched s ince  more than f i f t y - f o u r  per  c e n t  
of the  r epor t ing  s tudents  went on t o  col lege .  
3. The weakest phases of the  s c h o o l f s  program were in 
providing he lp  and i nf o m a t i o n  about marriage and 
family l i f e ,  securing a job, advancing on the  job, 
and us ing  spare time; therefore ,  emphasis should 
be placed on these  areas .  
4. The vocat ional  curriculum should be expanded t o  
meet the  needs of s tudents  not going on t o  co l l ege .  
5. More advanced courses should be of fered  i n  Sngl i sh-  
grammar and composition, mathematics, and. i n  a 
romance language* 
6 .  More special interest clubs, debate and intra-mural 
s p o r t s  activities should be organized, 
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P r a i r i e  City,  Iowa 
September 21, 1964 
Dear Former Student:  
You a r e  one of  a group of se lec ted  persons being 
asked t o  h e l p  i n  improving the educat ional  program of 
t h e  P r a i r i e  C i t y  Comqunity High School. 
I am ask ing  f o r  your cooperation i n  a follow-up s tudy 
of t h e  s t u d e n t s  who have graduated o r  dropped out  of the  
P r a i r i e  C i t y  Conqunlty High School during the years  1959 
t o  1964. Y o u r  opinions w i l l  he lp  i n  determining the  ade- 
quacy of t h e  educat ional  program a t  t h e  P r a i r i e  C i t y  
Community High School i n  meeting the  neBds of the  f u t u r e  
s tuden t s .  
P l e a s e  answer a s  many of t h e  questions a s  poss ib le  on 
t h e  enclosed  ques t ionnai re ,  and r e t u r n  it t o  me i n  the  s e l f -  
addressed,  stamped envelope. 
P lease  accept  my thanks f o r  your cooperat ion i n  t h i s  
mat ter .  
S incere ly ,  
D a r r e l l  G. Brand 
Enclosuras  
~ u e s t i o n n a i r e  Sent t o  Former Students 
DIRECTIONS : 
A ,  Your name i s  ROT required.  
B, Read each  ques t ion  c a r e f u l l y .  
C, Answer as many quest ions a s  possible by placing a check 
mark ( X )  o r  marks i n  the appropriate  blanks. 
1. Are you: a. Single  b. Married c.  Divorced 
o r  Separa ted  7 Widowed o r  Widower. 
- 
2. D i d  you: a. Graduate from high school b e  - Leave 
h i g h  school  b z e  graduation. 
3. What year d i d  you l a s t  a t t end  high school? a ,  1959- 
60 b. 1969-61 C .  1961-52 d, 1962- 
9. - m - 6 4  
4. What l a  your present  employment s t a t u s ?  (check one o r  
more) 
Working fu l l - t ime 
- 
gm - I n  Armed Forces 
b. 't!orking p a r t  -time he :Jot working 
C 
- 
I n  school  f u l l  time i. :lot working; looking 
d .  I n  school  p a r t  t h e  f o r  a job 
7
8 
- 
ITousewif e  5 Other 
l'. I n  bus iness  f o r  s e l f  
5. Which (who) of the following helped you most i n  making 
your educa t iona l  plans? (check one o r  more) 
a - Paren t s  Counselor f *  - 
b. 
- 
Other r e l a t i v e s  g *  Work experience 
C .  
 
"r iend o r  f r i e n d s  h*  - School sub jec t s  ( l i s t )  
d. A t e a c h e r  o r  teachers  
-
e.  
- P r i n c i p a l  ;:y own dec i s ion  i* -
6.  Which (who) of the  following helped you most i n  making 
your v o c a t i o n a l  plans? (check one or  more) 
- 
P a r e n t s  
 
Other r e l a t i v e s  
- 
Fr iend  or  f r i e n d s  
A t eacher  o r  teache 
-
 
Print i p a l  
Counselor 
- 
- 
Work experience 
School sub jec t s  ( l i s t )  
- 
1,ly own decis ion  
- 
~3'  YOU HAVE NOT BEEN WORKING FULL-TIHE SINCE L;EAVIm HIGH 
SCHOOL Or.fIT QUESTIONS 7 TO 9 Aim GO ON TO QUESTION 10. 
7 l P lease  i d e n t i f y  the jobs you have he ld  s ince  leaving 
h i g h  school .  L i s t  your present  or  most recent  job f i r s t .  
Employer o r  firm Kind of work Period of tleek3y 
o r  t i t l e  of job employment wages 
From To 
From To 
From To 
8. How much has your high achool t r a i n i n g  helped you i n  the  
jobs you have he ld  s ince  l eav ing  high school? 
A g r e a t  dea l  b. a *  - - Some c. L i t t l e  o r  none 
9. Which (who) of t h e  following helped you most i n  ~ e t t i n g  
y o u r  f i r s t  fu l l - t ime  job a f t e r  leaving high school? 
(check one o r  more) 
a. 
- 
P a r e n t s  f *  - Xewspaper 
b . Other r e l a t i v e s  go - Public employment 
 
C. 
- 
?r iends  serv ice  
dm  School  ( t eacher ,  P r iva te  employment hm - 
p r i n c i p a l )  se rv ice  
i;y own e f f o r t  
-
i. - Others (p lease  exp la in )  
10. P l e a s e  l i s t  below any a d d i t i o n a l  education you have had 
s i n c e  l e a v i n g  h igh  school. For example: Correspondence 
courses ,  t r a d e  o r  business  school, apprent iceship,  
j u n i o r  c o l l e g e s ,  co l l ege  e t c  . 
Hame of Major f i e l d  When were you C e r t i f i c a t e ,  
schoo l  of s tudy  i n  t h i s  school? degrees, diploma, 
e t c  . obtained 
From To 
11. A r e  you now i n  t r a i n i n g  preparing yourself  f o r  a n  occu- 
p a t  i o n ?  
- Yes no 
12. If so,  f o r  what occupation a r e  you now preparing yourse l f?  
13. How e f f e c t i v e  was your high school i n  helping t o  prepare 
you f o r  f u r t h e r  educat ional  t r a i n i n g ?  
Very e f f e c t i v e  a m  - E f f e c t i v e  i n  some a reas  b e  -.. 
C *   . , o t  e f f e c t i v e  
4. I n  what a r e a  o r  a r e a s  uas your preparat ion most e f f e c t i v e ?  
a. Mathematics e*  - Business courses 
b. -2nglish f a  - Agricul ture  
c Sc ience  - I n d u s t r i a l  a r t s  
d.  Soc i a l  a t u  d i e s  ha Others (p lease  i d e n t i f y )  
15. I n  what a r e a  o r  a r e a s  was your preparat ion l e a s t  
e f f e c t i v e ?  
a .  Kathematics Business courses 
- 
e *  - 
Zngl iah  b *   Agricul ture  f. - Science  g*  I n d u s t r i a l  a r t s  
= *  - S o c i a l  a t u d i e s  he -Others (p lease  iden t i f  p) d -  - 
16. P l e a s e  i n d i c a t e  by checking i n  the proper column how 
much h i g h  school  helped you i n  regard t o  each of the 
fo l lowing:  
A grea t  'Li t  t l e  
dea l  o r  - 
none 
Using my s p a r e  time 
Taking c a r e  of my h e a l t h  
Taking p a r t  i n  community o r  
c i v i c  a f f a i r s  
Warriage and fami ly  l i f e  
Secur ing  a job 
G e t t i n g  a long  with people 
P r e p a r i n g  f o r  f u r t h e r  education 
Understanding my a b i l i t y  and 
i n t e r e s t s  
A b i l i t y  t o  r e a d  well  
Conducting my own business  
a f f a i r s  
Thinking through problems 
Advancing on my job 
What two h igh  school  s u b j e c t s  have been MOST he lp fu l  t o  
-
you s i n c e  l e a v i n g  high ~ c h o o l ?  
What two h igh  achool sub jec t s  have been LEAST he lp fu l  t o  
you s i n c e  l e a v i n g  high school? 
What sub j e c t a  that were not o f fe red  i n  high school do 
you t h i n k  would have been h e l p f u l  t o  you? 
Do you t h i n k  some changes, addi t ions ,  or  de le t ions  
should  be made i n  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of fered  i n  the  ex t ra -  
c  u r r i c  ular program? Yes No 
21. To what e x t e n t  has the counselin& you received i n  high 
school  been he lpfu l  t o  you? 
Didnf t have any counseling a* - 
b. 
- 
Not he lp fu l  a t  a l l  
C .  Very l i t t l e  helt, 
d. - Some he lp  
e. Zxtremelv he ln fu l  - - 
 
Other ( expla in)  f *  - 
22. How much he lp  do you f e e l  a  high school should attempt 
t o  g ive  t o  i t s  s tudents  i n  solving the i r  educational, 
voca t iona l ,  and personal  problems? 
Very A- Consfder- A -Great 
None L i t t l e  Some able Amount Deal 
23. How could  Pra i r i e  Ci ty  Community High School b e t t e r  help 
i t s  s tuden t8  solve  t h e i r  vocational,  educational, and 
personal  problems? 
IF YOU ARE A GRADUATE FROM H I G H  SCHOOL QlIT QUESTIOm 
A?JD 25, AiSD CO:ITIIT[JE WITTI QUESTION 26. 
2 [ C .  Check t h e  th ing8  P r a i r i e  C i ty  High School might have done whlch would have made it possible f o r  you t o  s t ay  
i n  school :  
Offered more vocat ional  s tud ies  a*  - Provided on-the-job t r a i n ing  while going t o  school b *  - Offered more s t u d i e s  about marriage and family l i f e  C *   
d .  - Offered  more chances f o r  taking p a r t  i n  spor t s  and 
a c t i v i t i e s  
Given more a t t e n t i o n  t o  my personal problems e. - Helped me t o  ge t  along b e t t e r  with my teachers f *   
8. - ~ e l p e d  me t o  g e t  along b e t t e r  with the p r inc ipa l  
Assigned l e s s  home work ha  
1-  Helped me f i n d  a part-time job while I was going 
t o  school  
Pe rmi t t ed  me t o  take fewer subjec ts  a t  one time 3.  - 
25. Why d i d  you l e a v e  school? (check one o r  more reasons) 
a m  7 Had t o  go t o  work f .  - 14i l i ta ry  service b. -Was needed a t  home g m   To g e t  married 
c. T;ianted t o  earn  more money h. Pregnancy 
- d.  Eamily i l l n e s s  I* - Other ( l i s t )  
- 
Tersonal  i l l n e s s  
26. If you have f u r t h e r  comments o r  suggestions f o r  improve- 
i n g  any p a r t  of t h e  s choo l ' s  progrm, please s t a t e  them 
here. Thank you f o r  pour cooperation. 
APPENDIX C 
P r a i r i e  Ci ty ,  Iowa 
October 3, 1964 
Dea r  Alumnus o r  Alumna: 
A few days  a g o  you r e c e i v e d  a n  important  
q u e s t i o n n a i r e  f rom your  alma mater ,  P r a i r i e  Ci ty  H i g h  
School .  
The purpose  of t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  is t o  g a t h e r  
i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  help i n  de te rmin ing  t h e  f u t u r e  educa- 
t i o n a l  program a t  P r a i r i e  City righ School i n  meeting 
the needs of i t s  f u t u r e  s t u d e n t s .  
If you have a l r e a d y  r e  t u rned  your quest ionnaire ,  
please  a c c e p t  our  t hanks  f o r  your he lp  and cooperation. 
If you have no t ,  cou ld  you h e l p  by t ak ing  a few 
r r inu t e s  t o  complete  pour q u e s t i o n n a i r e  and r e t u r n  it 
t o d a y  if p o s a i b l e ?  V,.e would l i k e  a  100 per  cen t  r e tu rn .  
S ince re ly ,  
D a r r e l l  G. Brand 
APPENDIX D 
 he fo l lowing  is a  l i s t  of comments and suggestions 
made by t h e  r e p o r t i n g  s t u d e n t s  of the 1960 through 1964 
p a d u a t i n g  c l a s s e s  and drop-outs  i n  response t o  the  question, 
"HOW c o u l d  P r a i r i e  C i t y  Cornunity Xigh School b e t t e r  help 
i t s  s t u d e n t s  so lve  t h e i r  vocat ional ,  educational,  and per- 
sona l   problem^?^ 
The number i n  parentheses  following the statement 
r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  number of t imes  t h e  comment was mentioned. 
Class of  1960 
-- 
By e x p l a i n i n g  how t h e i r  l i f e  a f t e r  school w i l l  be. 
By t r y i n g  t o  h e l p  each s tudent  with h i s  own problems. 
2y t r y i n g  t o  o f f e r  the  s tudents  every course t h a t  
might h e l p  them e i t h e r  with t h e i r  work o r  the  furtherance 
of t h e i r  educat ion .  
By t a l k i n g  t o  each  s tudent  and d iscuss ing  personal 
and e d u c s t i o n a l  problems. 
~ h p l o y i n g  a counselor ,  h i s  only task  being t o  help 
a tudenta  d e c i d e  o r  s o l v e  problems. 
When I was i n  school  I f e l t  we needed a counselor. 
Of fe r  c o u r s e s  f o r  s t u d e n t s  not going t o  college.  
The s c h o o l  should at tempt  t o  understand a  s tudent ' s  
background and work from t h i s  p o i n t  on. 
69 
Counsel  with t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  e spec ia l ly  on vocational 
and educ a t  ion81  problems 
G r e a t e r  v o c a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  would help students not 
p lanning  t o  a t t e n d  c o l l e g e  
A f u l l - t i m e  s t a f f  member whose s o l e  job i s  tha t  of 
counse l ing  i n  v o c a t i o n a l  and educat ional  f i e l d s  is a  
n e c e s s i t y ,  Th i s  pe r son  should have e f f i c i e n t  background 
t o  a i d  s t u d e n t s  i n  p e r s o n a l  problems, 
A s c h o o l  nurse  would be valuable  i n  handling c e r t a i n  
h e a l t h  problems. 
Give t h e  s t u d e n t  more freedom i n  making h i s  own 
choices .  The s t u d e n t  should not  be forced  to  a  task. 
Claaa of 1961 
-- 
The achool  ahould. not i n t e r f e r e  with personal prob- 
lems u n l e s a  t h e  e t u d e n t  wiahes it. 
Eore  errlphaeia should be  placed on a b i l i t y  ins tead  
of making f u n  of t h e  s tuden t .  I n  t h i s  way there  would be 
fewer drop-outa  and t h e y  would know what vocation they were 
b e s t  a u i t e d  f o r .  
Help a t u d e n t a  dec ide  what subjec ts  should be f o r  the 
voca t ion  and educa t ion  of t h e  person involved. 
W e n  1 graduated ,  t h e y  were not s t r e s s i n g  counseling 
enough. 
I n  my op in ion ,  It aeenad the teachers  were t ry ing  t o  
get you o u t  of schoo l  and not c a r i n g  what you did a f t e r  that .  
~t i s  a t  th i s  t ime t h a t  a s t u d e n t  needs help i n  deciding 
whether h e  i s  going t o  make something of himself o r  be a 
vagrant .  
Offer  more s u b j e c t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  those students 
not g o i n g  on t o  c o l l e g e .  
I f e e l  a f u l l - t i m e  guidance counselor is necessary, 
(Guidance and noth ing  e l s e . )  (6)  
Provide  in fo rmat ion  on p o t e n t i a l  employment areas  
with more s t r e s s  on voca t iona l  plans. 
P rov ide  informat ion  t o  the  student about out-of -s ta te  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  as  w e l l  as i n - s t a t e  schools. Recornend a 
schoo l  r e l a t i v e  t o  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  s potent ia l .  
Provide  h e l p  through a c l o s e r  bond between teachers 
and pup i l a .  (3 )  
?Tore t i m e  should  be provided f o r  individual  pupil  
h e l p  by t e a c h e r a .  
l.'ore d e t a i l e d  information on col leges,  business 
achoola e t c .  
C lass  of 1962 
-- 
A a t u d e n t  no t  planning on a t tending  college should be 
p laced  in a program a t  the  s t a r t  of high school t h a t  would 
prepare  him f o r  h i s  vocat ion ,  
C u r r e n t  in fo rmat ion  on scholarships  and col leges 
7 1  
should be a v a i l a b l e .  S tudents  a r e n ' t  aware of scholarship 
oppo-ptuni t ies  and many don ' t  g e t  the f inanc ia l  help they 
deserve.  
s t u d e n t s  m u s t  f e e l  t h a t  if they discuss t he i r  personal 
problems w i t h  a t e a c h e r  they  w i l l  be understood and helped. 
S tuden t s  want t o  be s u r e  t h a t  these  discussions w i l l  be 
kept  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  
S t u d e n t s  who a r e  t h e  academically g i f t e d  should be 
cha l l enged  t o  a  g r e a t e r  degree.  Prepare the students f o r  
t he  cou r s e s  t hey  w i l l  be t ak ing  i n  college. ( 6 )  
P l ace  g r e a t e r  emphasis on English, mathematics, and 
s c i ence ,  ( 6 )  
S p e c i a l  t ime ahould be found f o r  those students who 
need h e l p  such  a s  onea having low I , & ' a  and personal 
adap t i ve  problems. 
The achool  must a a s e r t  i t s e l f  and extend i t s e l f  by 
a l lowing more d i v e r s i t y  i n  s c h e d u l i n ~  and a  var ie ty  of 
~ 1 ~ 8 t J d S .  
The schoo l  needs t o  s p e c i a l i z e  more i n  t h e i r  c lasses  
and g ive  t h e  s t u d e n t s  t he  opportuni ty f o r  t r a in ing  on a job 
as part  of t h e  course .  
The achool  nseda t o  o f f e r  more than one foreign 
language and second years i n  chemistry, physics s biology. 
and o t h e r  c o l l e g e  p r epa ra to ry  c lasses .  
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Each schoo l  should  have a fu l l - t ime counselor. 
~ a c h  
s t u d e n t  i s  i n  need of guidance and with a l o t  of students 
t h e  c o u n s e l o r  should  not  be involved with many other obl i -  
g a t i o n s .  
P r o v i d i n g  a b e t t e r  teacher-s tudent  re la t ionship  would 
h e l p  i n  a l l  t h r e e  a r e a s ,  ( 3 )  I 
Each q u a l i f i e d  t eacher  should be i n  charge of coun- 
s e l i n g  some s t u d e n t s  i n s t e a d  of one counselor dividing h i s  
time, 
The s c h o o l  should  provide more subjec ts  t h a t  would 
t r a i n  a s t u d e n t  who i s n ' t  going t o  college.  ( 3 )  
Class of 1963 
P r a i r i e  C i t y  i e  s e r i o u s l y  handicapped by i t s  s ize .  (2 )  
The s c h o o l  haa made g r e a t  s t r i d e s  i n  pointing the 
achoo l  a c u r r i c u l u m  towarda the  progressive.  
P e r a o n a l  problems should be observed, understood, 
and c e r t a i n l y  n o t  inc reased  on the  p a r t  of the school. 
T r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a  of f u r t h e r  education could be 
enhanced by a method of showing t h e  s tudents  exact ly  what 
c o l l e g e  is. 
The t e a c h e r e  ahould be much more dedicated and under- 
a t a n d i n g .  
S tuden t - t eacher  r e l a t i o n s  could be improved. ( 3 )  
More h e l p  cou ld  be provided by of fer ing  a wider 
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of s u b j e c t s  neCeSSarJ f o r  ca r ry ing  out  a  vocation. 
Nore  emphas i s  s h o u l d  b e  p laced  on preparat ion f o r  
c o l l e g e  a n d  on c o u r s e s  t h a t  a r e  geared  f o r  the college 
bound i n d i v i d u a l  s o  t h a t  he w i l l  be b e t t e r  ab l e  t o  compete 
with t h o s e  s t u d e n t s  who have had t h i s  type of educational 
p r e p a r a t i o n  i n  t h e  l a r g e r  schools .  
A f u l l - t i m e  c o u n s e l o r  shou ld  be h i red  jus t  t o  counsel 
i n  a l l  t h r e e  a r e a s .  ( 3 )  
Flake a v a i l a b l e  t o  the s t u d e n t  who i s n ' t  going on t o  
c o l l e g e  a w i d e r  v a r i e t y  of  c o u r s e s ,  (2 )  
Youth a r e  i n  a v e r y  uns t ab l e  per iod  of l i f e  a t  t h i s  
age .  They s h o u l d  n o t  be pushed by paren ts ,  f r i ends ,  facu l ty ,  
c o u n s e l o r ,  e t c  , , r a t h e r  gu ided  t o  understanding and decision. 
A c o u n s e l o r  c a n  p l a y  a ve ry  impor tan t  part i n  guiding youth 
i n  t h e i r  wapa, i f  t h e  you th  r e s p e c t  and l i k e  the counselor. 
P r a i r i e  C i t y  c o u l d  b e t t e r  h e l p  s tudents  by s e t t f n g  up 
d e t a i l e d  program8 i n  which t h e y  c o u l e  develop some goal; 
however, much f l e x i b i l i t y ,  many changes, combining programs, 
and o f f e r i n g  more c o u r s e a  would a l low f o r  g rea t e r  choices. 
Class - o f  1964  
A woman c o u n e e l o r  ahould be  employed. ( 2 )  
A f u l l - t i m e  c o u n s e l o r  t o  h e l p  i n  a l l  areas would be 
of' moat he lp ,  ( 5 )  
P u t  more a t r e a a  on academic success.  
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 he schoo l  i s  not  l a r g e  enough t o  of fe r  the courses 
necessa ry  t o  compete with the s tuden t s  i n  college f rom the 
l a r g e r  a c h o o l ~ .  ( 3 )  
 he s tuden t - t e ache r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  should be improved 
and t h i s  would be of most he lp ,  ( 4 )  
Of fe r  a g r e a t e r  v a r i e t y  of courses. 
The t e a c h e r s  should  provide more individual help 
t o  t h e  s t u d e n t .  
Eore  emphasis should  be given t o  the needs of the 
poore r  s t u d e n t .  ( 2 )  
Drop-outs 
A g r e a t e r  v a r i e t y  of courses  should be offered t o  
thoae  s t u d e n t s  no t  go ing  on t o  co l l ege ,  
A b e t t e r  s tuden t - t eacher  r e l a t i onsh ip  would have 
been h e l p f u l .  (2) 
L i s t e n  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t  with understanding. 
APPENDIX E 
The f o l l o w i n g  i s  a  l i s t  of t h e  Comments and sug- 
g e s t i o n s  f o r  i m p r o v i x  a l l  phases of the school's program 
made by t h e  r e p o r t i n g  s t u d e n t s  of the  1960 through 1964 
g r a d u a t i n g  c l a s s e s  and drop-outs. 
The number i n  parentheses  following the statenent 
r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  number of t imes t h e  comnent was mentioned. 
Class of 1960 
-- 
If a h igh  s choo l  of QO cannot f i e l d  more than 18 or 
19 boys t o  p l a y  f o o t b a l l ,  i t  i s  my honest opinion tha t  11- 
man f o o t b a l l  shou ld  be dropped and t h a t  a  f a l l  baseball 
procram be a u b a t i t u t e d ,  
I f e e l  t h a t  t h e  b e s t  t h i n g  t h a t  could happen t o  
P r a i r i e  C i t y  Community 3 i g h  School is  t o  consolidate with a 
neighborinc,  town so t h a t  i t  w i l l  be  ab le  t o  give the s t u -  
d e n t ~  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  compete a s  freshmen a t  the college 
l e v e l  i n  t h e  l a r g e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  and they would be able to  
o f f e r  more v o c a t i o n a l  courses  f o r  those  not planning O n  go- 
i n g  t o  c o l l e g e ,  
1 compliment t h e  schoo l  f o r  some of the changes in 
cu r r i cu lum and a d d i t i o n  of f a c i l i t i e s  such a s  l ib ra ry  and 
o t h e r  equipment,  
Develop a t e c h n i c a l  school .   his would give the s t u -  
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den t  a  chance t o  l e a r n  a n  occupat ion and give the student 
more i n t e r e s t  i n  school .  
Class of 1961  
-- 
P r a i r i e  C i t y  High School needs t o  broaden and expand 
i t s  program t o  b e t t e r  meet t h e  needs of the students. (4)  
We needed more p r a c t i c a l  experience i n  chemistry and 
phys ics  lab. ( 3 )  
Work wi th  t h e  s t u d e n t s  t o  h e l p  them improve the i r  
s t u d y  h a b i t s .  ( 2 )  
C l a s s  o f  1962 
-- 
Some a t t e m p t  should  be made t o  give the students a 
b roade r  outlook on t h e i r  p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  Too many of my 
c laesrnates  l e f t  h igh  schoo l  and never were told that they 
cou ld  do something worthwhile wi th  t h e i r  l ives.  They j u s t  
wanted t o  l i v e ,  d i e ,  and  pay taxes.  The high school has a  
unique  p l a c e  i n  a young person 's  l l f e  i n  tha t  his  future 
a s b i r a t i o n s  a r e  formed t he r e .  I say, g ive  these young 
mlnde a l i t t l e  I n a l g h t  I n t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  they w i l l  make or 
b r eak  t h e  f u t u r e  of  u s  a l l ,  and s t imula te  them to  be t te r  
t h e i r  s o c i e t y ,  no t  l i v e  on it. 
1 would l i k e  t o  aee a  Future Teacher's Club 0rE,anized- 
Thl8 would o r i e n t a t e  s t u d e n t s  t o  t h e  problems tha t  educators 
f ace .  
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A c o u r s e  i n  g e n e r a l  psycho log^ would help students to 
b e t t e r  unders tand  themselves and o the r s .  
A more a c t i v e  gym program would be beneficial, pro- 
v i d i n g  f o r  100 p e r  c e n t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in cer ta in  sports, 
Every  s t u d e n t  should  be r e q u b e d  to  take part In a t  
l e a s t  one e x t r a - c u r r i c  u l a r  a c t i v i t y  t o  become bet ter  ad justed. 
s c h o o l s  should  have s t uden t s  go out on benefit cam- 
pa igns ,  v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  d r i v e s  and take an  active part in  
c i v i c  a c t i v i t i e s .  
There shou ld  be l e s s  emphasis on sports  (especially 
f o r  g i r l s )  and more on music, speech, and a r t .  Advanced 
c o u r s e s  i n  c e r t a i n  s u b j e c t s  would be most helpful t o  college 
bound s t u d e n t s ,  ( 2 )  
The p r i n c i p a l  and counselor  should not be the same 
Deraon. 
3 e g u l a r  a a a i ~ n m e n t s  should be m d e  and collected as 
w e l l  as ~ r a d e d ,  
'2he t e a c h e r a  and adv i so r s  should impress the students 
t o  taka an a c t i v e  p a r t  i n  t h e  educat ional ,  v ~ c a t i o ~ l ,  and 
pe r sona l  t r a i n i n g  avaLlable ,  
C lasa  - of 1_963 
One t h i n g  t h a t  I th ink  should de f i n i t e l y  be iinproved 
l a  t h e  amount of p r i d e  shown by the  students f o r  the i r  
schoo l .  Fo r  a s t u d e n t  t o  do h i 3  b e s t  he should be proud of 
h i s  achool ,  
?e 
As viewed from the standpoint of a m e r m b e ~  a_e c - h  
student body, it seems to me t ha t  the f u n c t i o a  or  &he stnewit 
council was given somewhat of a b u i l d  up by the s~t&. ,g  
was actua l ly  run on the whims of the prineTpaI, I6 was a 
student council i n  name only. 
P u t  less emphasis o n  the a th le t fe  prosran a& sy- 
l e t f c s  and give more emphasis t o  the academic ccrrrfc.;kaL 
and o t h e r  needs of s t u d e n t s .  
Class - of 1964 
I tMnk ft l a  very important for a studen$ to Csvaloa 
and participate i n  a r e a s  t h a t  are personally interesifag, 
Yave clubs I n  all. interest a reas .  
Give t h e  a t u d e n t s  more r e s ? o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  the i r  own 
conduct ,  f i v e  them p r a c t i c e  i n  th ink ing  f o r  themelves, 
e u i d e  them, but d o n ' t  f o r c e  them, 
F!ore theme w r i t i n 3  l a  needed t o  pre?are students f o r  
c o l l e ~ e .  
Encourage o r g a n i z e d  and scheduled studying. 
If t h e  rnualc program had m r e  t o  o f fe r  i n  the way of 
t r a i n i n g  and advancement, t h e  s t u d e n t s  would show nore i n -  
t e r e a t  i n  p a r t i c i p e t i n ~ .  ( 2 )  
O f f e r  a courae  i n  o r i e n t a t i o n .  This would be useful 
i n  helpirq a a t u d e n t  t o  understand why and how t o  bet along 
I n  s c h o o l  and wi th  o t h e r s .  
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Put  more emphasis on business  courses and provide 
more thorough t r a i n i n g .  
Drop-outs 
The responses  made by the drop-outs were all similar 
t o  t h o s e  mentioned b y  them i n  Appendix D. 
